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Abstr act

The term New SouthOhas been used for over a hundred years to de#ie and categorize
the SouthernJ.S. Thedesireto continuallyreinventthe Southsuggestshatthe current
transfornations of the regionOs econgrdemographics, and politics are not radical
reconfigurations of a monolithic and unchanging landscape, but rather are the latest articulations
of a conplex and continually evolving regionh@ge in the South, howeviesnot a neutral,
uncontestegrrocessThe SouthOseaningis now being challenged in ways that have not been
witnessed before. Multiethnic diversity has bamntifiedasoneof thekey emergingfeatures
of the region, particularly ijfob-laden netropolitan areas. In Nth Carolina anather Southern
States, ngration streams are channeling Latinat® areas with relatively large Black
populationsand in georpphically &fined socialpolitical spaces tht have been historically
discussedhn binaryternms of Black and White. This essay is apreliminary exploration of these
processes of contested change in North Caxaditamining the stakes involved, the processes
that have unfurled, and the histories/legapiesluced by these intetaansthatarerapidly
becoming prominent features in the American social landscape.
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I ntroduction

African interest in the diaspora has never been greater than it isnow. Thisis evident in
the term QNew SouthOhas been used for over ahundred years to desie and categorize the
Southern U.S.Thedesireto continuallyreinventthe South,suggestshatthe current
transfornations of the regionOs econgrdemographics, and politics are not radical
reconfigurations of a monolithic and unchanging landscape, but rather are the latest articulations
of a conplex and continually evolving regionh@ge in the South, howevesnot a neutral,
uncontestegrocessThe SouthOsieaningis now being challenged in ways that have not been
witnessed before. Multiethnic diversity has batntifiedasoneof thekey energingfeatures
of the region, particularly ijob-ladenmetropolitanareas’ In North CarolinaandotherSouthern
States, nigration streams are channeling Latina® areas with relatively large Black
populationsand in georaphically d&fined socialpolitical spaces that have been historically
discussed in binary terms of Black and White. The South has the highest number of African-
Americansof anyU.S.regionandin North Carolina, Blackswere21.6%of the populationin
20002 But in the 1990s, North Carolina possessedasiike fastest groing Latino populations
in the United States, growingarly 500% by offi cial estimates. Latinos currently constitute
nearly 5% of the state® eight million inhabitants, up from 1.2% in 1990.° Indicatorssuggesthat
sincethe 1980s the Latino populatian has also become a more permanentpresence Substantial
percentagesf thenearly100,000Latinos who were found annually in North Carolina during the
1980sweremigrantfarmers,contractedo work the stateOs fields prarily in the spring and fall.
Many of these teporary laborers were confinéol migrant camps, lessening their impact on the
stateOs culture and social structuree dranatic improvement in the U.S. economy during the

1990s brought new gutoyment opportunities, maegd by openings in factory positions, the

! Some early examplesare:UNC, The State University and The New South: Being The Proceedings of The
Inauguration of Harry Woodburn Chase As President of the University of North Carolina (Chapel Hill: UNC-
Chapel Hill, 1920); Virginius Dabney, Below the Potomac: A Book About The New South (New York, & London:
D. Appleton-Century, 1942); Sarah McCulloh Lemmon, CRaleigh-An Example of the "New SouthONorth Carolina
Historical Review, 43 (3) (July 1966); Paul Morton Gaston, The Concept of the New South, 1865-1900. (Ph.D.
Dissertation, UNC-Chapel Hill, 1955).

2 The Sate of the South 2002, Shadows in the Sunbelt Revisited, (Chapel Hill: MDC, 2002).
3 W.H. Frey, Ommigration and Internal Migration 'Flight' From US Metropolitan Areas; Toward A New
Denographic Balkanization,®rban Sudies 32, (1995): 733-757; and U.S. Census Bureau, North Carolina Fact
Sheet 2000, http://factfinder.census.gov.
;‘ U.S. Census Bureau Census 2000, Summary File 1.

Ibid.



service industry, retail and cdnsction. A oncemigratorypopulaton grew increasingly ore
rooted in the state. North Carolina has not denein exhibitingthesepatterns. Other regions
nottypically associateavith heavyLatinoimmigration,suchasGeorgiaArkansasandNevada,
have experienced sifar trends®

How are Latinos negotiating conumity building in the South? What has been the
impact of multiracial contact in the uniquesettingof OtheSouth®n the identity of Latinos and
Afro-Latinos? Hastheinflux of Latinoimmigrants had the effect @dupliftingO African-
Americans, or are they negatively impacting their opportunitiesAre Latino and African-
American communities natural Oallies because of their racialization and because of the
predominantly working-class character of both groups or, are they competitors for resources:
private sector jobs, private granbrrey, localgovernment social service spending, and public
employment opportunities?The puposeof this articleis to examine the nature of contact
experiencedbetweenrAfrican-Americans,Latincs, and Afro-Latinos. To date, uch of the
researchn Latino studieshasfocusedon the struggleof LatinosagainstAnglo power,andhas
exanined moretraditionally understoodireasof Latino immigration, such as California, Florida,
New York, and Texas. Angaller selection of thliterature explores the relationshipdetween

Latinos and other minority groupsin less traditional areas.” Using ethnographic techniques and

® MarceloM. SutrezOrozcoand MarielaM. PtezOhe ResarchAgendaQin Latinos, Remaking America eds.
MarceloM. Sutrez-Orozzand Mariela M. Ptez, (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002), 12.

" Some articles of interest include: Scott Cummings and Thomas Lambert, GAnti-Hispanic and Anti-Asian
Sentiments Among African-Americans,OSocial Science Quarterly, 78, (2) (June 1997): 338-353, J. Diaz-Veizades,
and E. Chang, (Building Cross-Cultural Coalitions: a Case Study of the Black DK orean Alliance and the Latino-
Black Roundtable,0 Ethnic and Racial Studies, 19, (3) (1996): 680-700, Matthew Dowd, et a. Orhe Changing
Dynamics of Black and Latino Politics,OForum Event, Institute of Politics, Harvard University. 12 February 2002,
Harvard Journal of Hispanic Policy, 14, (2001-2002): 5-15, Tanya Kater’ Hernindez, "Too Black to Be Latino/a":
Blackness and Blacks as Foreigners in Latino Studies (Response to Silvio Torres-Saillant),0 Latino Studies, 1, (1)
(Mar 2003): 152-159, K. Kaufmann, GCracksin the Rainbow: Group Commonality as a Basis for Latino and
African-American Political Coalitions,O Political Research Quarterly, 56, (2) (June 2003): 199-210, Melissa J.
Marschall, oes the Shoe Fit: Testing Models of Participation for African-American and Latino Involvement in
Local Politics,© Urban Affairs, 37, (2) (November 2001): 227-248, E. Molina, Onformal Non-Kin Networks
Among Homeless L atino and African-American Men: Form and Functions.O American Behavioral Scientist, 43, (4)
(January 2000): 663-685, Grace A. Rosales, Mona Devich Navarro, and Desdemona Cardosa, O/ariation in
Attitudes Toward Immigrants Measured Among Latino, African America, Asian, and Euro-American Students,Oin
Asian and Latino Immigrantsin a Restructuring Economy: the Metamorphosis of Southern California, eds. Marta
Lopez-Garza, David R. Diaz, (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2001), 353-367, S. Rosenbloom, and N. Way,
(Experiences of Discrimination Among African-American, Asian American, and L atino adolescentsin an Urban
High School,O Youth and Society, 35, (4) (June 2004): 420-451, K. Underwood, CEthnicity is Not Enough: Latino-
Led Multiracia Coalitionsin Los Angeles,O Urban Affairs, 33, (1) (1997): 3-27, N. Way, K. Cowal, R. Gingold,
R., K. Pahl, and N. Bissessar, (Friendship Patterns Among African-American, Asian American, and Latino
Adolescents from Low-Income Families.O Journal of Social and Personal Relationships, 18, (1) (February 2001):



surveyingarangeof periodicalsjncludingthreeof North CarolinaOsiain Spanish-language
newspapershis article contributesto the ongoingdebateregading the emergingstatusof
Latinos by examining their place in North Carolina, and the reciprocal effectsthatBlacknesdas
playedontheir presencén the region. While gill a preliminary study, our findings are
suggestive and hope to stitate deeper dissgion on how ngration andransnational sreams
are inpactirg racial fornations in the U.S.

Reading the Latino Press for Black/Brown Rdations

After over adecade of serving as an important source of North Carolina@ migrant labor,
by themiddle of the 1990s Latinosbeganassering a more permanent and public presence in the
state. The creation of se@&Spanish-languageewspaperandorganizationgprovided
testament to the change. The Centro Hispano opened in Durhaim 1992. La Voz del Pueblo
beganpublicationin 1993 in ChapelHill and, after changing its name to La Voz de Carolinane
year later, operated until 1989La Conexi—n, a Raleigh newspaper, began in 1995, arad
Noticia began around 1997 in Charlotte.

For the purposes of understanding sahthe dimensionsof African-American/Latino
relations the Spanish-laguagepresss anillustrativeinstrument. Articles published here over
the past decade have reported iiaily and perhaps unconsciously) on how the surging Latino
presence hasrought forth institutioa and policychanges tht have affected both sonunities.
Some of these have involved shiftsin the orientation of state and local institutions that once

focused their energiesast heavily on Blackocio-economic progress and uplift, to increasing

21-53, N. Way and L. Chen, GClose and General Friendships Among African-American, Latino, and Asian
AmericanAdolescentgrom Low-Income Families.OJournal of Adolescent Research, 15, (2) (March 2000): 274-
301. Seealso: Black and Multiracial Politicsin America, eds.Yvette M. Alex-Assensoh andLawrenceJ. Hanks,
(New York: New York University Press, 2000), Brown and Black Communication: Latino and African-American
Conflict and Convergence in Mass Media, eds. Dianal. Riosand A.N. Mohamed, (Westport: Praeger, 2003), Latino
Workersin the Contemporary South, eds. by Arthur D. Murphy, Colleen Blanchard, and Jennifer A. Hill, (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 2001), Los Angeles Struggles Toward Multiethnic Community: Asian American,
African-Ameican & Latino Perspectivesgds. by Edward T. Chang & Russell C. Leong, (Seattle: University of
Washington Press, 1994), Racial Politicsin American Cities, eds. by Rufus Browning, Dale Roges Marshall,
David H. Tabb. 3rd ed. (New Y ork: Longman Publishers, 2003), H. Edward Ransford, Race and Classin American
Society: Black, Latino, Anglo, 2nd Rev. Ed. (Rochester: Schenkman Books, 1994).

8 La Conexi—n reported that Lizette Cruz-Watko, publisher of La Voz, handed operations of the newspaper to
Charlotte millionaire Andrew Reyes, later suspected of financial improprieties and forced to resign the presidency of
the countyDemocratic party andwho disappeargin May 2001. OMezclale Emocionesenla muertedeLa Voz de
Carolina,0OLa Conexi—f, 12 November 1999.



their attention on Latinos. The ebtatory tone of some articles insinuate that the Latino press
welconed the changes as advancing, and evenifyatig their statusin state and local affairs.

La Ndticia reportedn January2001thatthe Office of Minorities in Mecklenburg County
Qreased to be a center for the exclusive attention of the afroamericanapopulationO and renath
itself the Office of Diversity [read OninoritiesOas Blacks and QliversityQOas inclusive of

Latinos]. The new director, Ahed Daniels, said that the neeafsthe county had changed since
Bob Walton, a countycommissionerhadcreatedhe office in the 1980sto respondo the needs

of the African-Americancommunity. Englishclasses and interpreter training would now be
includedin the serviceghat the office providedLa Noticia applaudedhe move andtook the
occasion as a moment to reflect on the degper meaning of Afrcan-Anerican/Latino relations:

Many afroamericanosre worried because they think that los latinos aretakingjobsfrom
them, since they sometimes work more cheaply because they need the work. A study by the
North Carolina State University [Partent of Sociology shows thaifroamericanosre
ascendinghe econonic ladder,occupyingpositions that had been leftamgloamericanos
who at the samtime have ascended. The study shows libgltatinos are doing the jobs that
nobody wants to dd.

Instead of competitive displacement, La Ndticia stressed the complementary and beneficial
aspects of the Latino presence, destratinghow they were situated into a continually
evolving, progressive society. Any institutional changes that sought to better accommodate the
Latino presence only served to further destrae their GitOinto the state( socio-economic
matrix. La Ndticia also discussed subtle, but important acconodationis changesvithin African-
American centered organizations thatstoodoutsidethe realmof government-centered politics.
The Ada JenkinsCenter which beganin 1937 to support DavidsonOs African-gkioan
communitywith its social, medical, andeducaibnal programshired Margie Marc’aCausby a
Puerto Rican woim, to coordnateGED andwork training programs, after-school classes,
SpanishandEnglishclassesaswell ashousingand emergency assistance programs for the Latin
American community. According to La Noticia, the centerhadclosedin 19660withthe
implementation of civil rights and the inclusion of all races in the school system,Obut Bonnie
Brown, aresideniof Davidson reopenedt in 19% to assist people in Davidson, Mooresville,

Cornelius,andHuntersville.

° @Dficina de Minor’as de Mecklenburg sert Oficina de Diversidad,OLa Noticia, 19 January 2001, 8.



Into the 1990s Jaborissuesand conflicts continued to donate news about the Latin
American community; however, asurvey of the Spanish-languageressrevealsthatthese
struggledncreasinglyrevealednstance®f cooperatiorwith African-Americans. A photograph
of African-Americans distributing flyers accgmaned an article in April 1994 about thedfkers
Want Fairness coalition that organized at Gagol urkeyin Duplin County. The deathof
Ignacio Henriquez in a meat-grinding machine the previous year raised workersCawareness of
the plarntOsistory of healthandsafety hazardsandLa Voz de Carolinareditedthe coalitionOs
protestsanddenonstrationsvith the $904,900fine levied against Calima Turkey in May™°
Articles hailed the successesuiFW- andAFL-CIO-sponsoredinionization carpagns in the
strawberry fields of California and the subsetugains nade by the Latin Ararican strawberry
pickers. Because, the articdegued, Ocivil rights groups kmow discrimination against
hispanoscanaffectthewhole nation,O the NAACP, the National Council on Race, and other
African-American-lecbrganization$iad stood behind the strawberry workétsThe AFL-CIO
hadalreadybeenmaking inroadsin North Cardina, where the president of the Farm Labor
Organizing Committee, Baldemar Veltsquez, had visited Mount Olivan 1997to denouncehe
anti-union actions of the Mount Olive Pickle Compdhy.

Apartfrom thelaborarenathe Spanish-laguage press docanted churches as spaces
of civic cooperation between Latin Americans and longtire residents of North Carolina,
including Blacks.La Conexi—rananarticlein 1999praisinga Caholic priest in Wilmington
for his many years of service to marginalized communities. Thomas Hadden was the first
African-American seminarian in the North Americantheologyschoolin Rome and,with his
ordination in 1958, the first African-Aerican diocesan priest in Raleigha Conexi—n
celebrated lis forty years of reachinout to all mnwhite North Carolinian§® In 1990, a Costa
Ricanfamily respondedo a door-to-doomecruiting drive by the youth of the Free Will Baptist
Church in Lincolnton, Wwere theyran a Hispanic ministry until their visas expired. Other Latin
Americanspickedup wherethey left off, equipping pews with headphones so that Spanish-
speakers could listen as two members trand ated the service. By 1995, Free Will Baptist had

10 Orrabajadores de Carolina Turkey Se Organizan y Continuana ProcedeOandOMuiltana @arolina TurkeyOpor la
Muerte de Un Obrero,OLa Voz de Carolina, March 1994, 3, and May 1994, 3.

11 @ ossindicatos y los hispanos of recen sendero para ellos mismos y paralanaci—n,0OLa Voz de Carolina, 1-15
February 1997, 10.

12 Orrabajadores agr’ colas de Carolina del Norte piden sindicato laboral,OLa Voz de Carolina, 1-15 June 1997, 1.

13 O40a-osal savicio dela Iglesia,d.a Conexi—n, 11 June 1999, 2.



over forty regular members from Costa Rica, El SalvadorHondurasMexico, andNicaragua*
In Charlotte, three Baptist churches began a program in 1996 to meet three times each year to
Owork on projects of intercultutionandinterracialcooperahn.O The Union Baptist Church
in Winston-Salem united with the Hispanic Baptist Church and the Union Grove Baptist Church
in Kernersvilleto beginmeetingin the wakeof the tragic Black church burnings throughout the
South. Their first act raised almost $1,000 towards reconstructing a deatad church in
Charlotte.®

Not al press coverage detailed interracial harnony. In Durham, church-based
cooperatiorfalteredwhenHoly CrossCatholicChurch [a tradionally Black church] canceled
the cityOonly Spanish-languagmassin 1996. OThe church councilOssmdutionis ineffective
and racist,Oclaimed an anonymousLatino communityleader. Latin Americansthroughouthe
Triangledemonstratech front of the churchholding a banner of the Virgin of Guadalupe.
Pastor David Barry explained that the chunciped Othat the Hispanic community would
integrate itself into English services,Obut local Latino leadersNindependeruf church
membersKtook the opportunity to deand a greater voicein civic affairs® Thepressalso
cataloged instances of violent crime against Latinos,perpetratedby Blacks. Whentwo young
African-American nen atacked E| SlvadoranCarlos Mario JimZnez in Durham in 1997, La Voz
de Carolinaranarticleson the police departnentOsesponsén creatinga HispanicOutreach
Intervention Strategy Team (HOIST) to prevent violence targeted against Latin Americans.'’ La
Voz de Carolinalso covered an assault iniWton-Salenin 1998 where a group of African-
Americans attacked a group oftlraAmericans who had arrived at the La Samaratina shelter.
According to eyewitnesses, Ghe afroamericanos who have committed this type of act have
signed their intention to getrid of the hispanoshat live in the area.O The journalist extended the
racial inrplications of the in@ent: OOnce Martin Luther Kirigught for the huran rights of his
own race; ow they thirk they are ntouchable.®

In contrasto thesenegativeepisodesthe Spanish-languageress®©coverage of civic
associationsndclubsrevealeda number of linted atterptsat cooperation and interactivity

14 &Florecimiento del ministro hispano en Lincolnton,OLa Voz de Carolina, February 1995, 3.

15 Olglesiatocalesseunen parala oraci—iy el desarollo interracial,Qa Voz de Carolina, 16-28 February 1997, 6.
16 OCancelaceriamisaenegpa—olen Durham,OLa Voz de Carolina, October 1996, 7.

" OContinual crimen contralos latinosen Durhan®andODurhantreaprograna parala intervenci—rmle cr’rmenes
contra hispanos,OLa Voz de Carolina, 1-15 July 1997 and 9 February 1998, 1.

18 OPersistelos problenss raciales,®a Voz de Carolina, 19 March 1998, 5.



between African-Araricans and Latinos thaxtendedeyondthe workplace. In 199, for
example, the Wake County L eague of Women Votersandthe YWCA invited women of various
racial and ethnic backgroundsparticipatein StudyCirclesNdiscussion groups that focused on
race relations. They intended to Oshare racial esences, uderstanding where racism comes
from, what can be done to diminish racism, and what can be done to improve race relations

among the farily.O The organizations, howeverked for only five to ten participants from
each Gthnic group,Othus limiting the number of women who benefited from these therapeutic
politics and, ultimately, limiting the effects of the exercise on the social world of the

participants.’® In Charlotte, existing African-American and Latino organizations have worked
togetherto look for solutionsto the specific social problens dfecting each of their comunities.
TheUrbanLeagueorganizedaroundtablewith Latino leaders in October 2001. On being edm
director of CharlotteOs Coalici—n Latiresarana in March 2001, Salvadoran Manuel Antonio
Mendoza pledged to Odevelop a progtfaan openshe possibilities of uniting as much with
angloamericanoss with afroamericanoso help each other.3° In Novenber 2001, Rev. Jags
Barnett, director and founder of Stop the Kigi formedthe Alto al Asesinataalliancewith
MaudiaMelZndenf the Conecci—hatina. Thenew alliance, which sought to®pent the
proliferationof murdersanddelinquency and foster understanding between the Latino and
African-Ameri@n communities,Orgw out ofthe Stop the Killing organization that Barnett
createchearlytenyearsearlierafterhe hadvisited Nicaraguaand seen Alto al Asesinato groups
effectively decreasing wlencein Miskito indigenouscommunites on the Atlantic coast. Given
that one of four murder victims in MecklenburgCountywasLatino, MelZndez explained, OOur
main goal is to minimize crime, to educate, and to raiseconsciousnesswWe shouldnGieneralize,
nor accuse other communities, since each one has its own problems.G* In December 2001, Alto

al Asesinato organized a otimusand-persomarch throughCharlotte attendedy Mayor Pat

McCrory, Congressmen Mel Watt, and arepresentative of the police internabnal relations unit.

19 OMujeres de Wake, NC, promueven relaciones interraciales,OLa Voz de Carolina, 8 April 1999, 14. On the
phenomenon of such encounter groups, see Elizabeth Lasch-Quinn, Race Experts: How Racial Etiquette, Sensitivity
Training, and New Age Therapy Hijacked the Civil Rights Revdution (New York: Norton, 2001), Ch. 3.

20 Nombran a salvadore—o como director gjecutivo de La Coalici—n Latinoamericana,OLa Noticia, 9 March 2001,
26. On the Council, see Rudolfo Figueroa-Aramoni, QA Nation Beyond Its Borders: The Program for Mexican
Communities Abroad,OJournal of American History 86:2 (1999): 537-544.

2L (Reuni—n entre I'deres latinos y afroamericarosCand OAko al asesiab!OLa Noticia, 19 October 2001, 36, and 9
Novenber2001,1. The Alto al Asesinab alliancealsohad the suppott of Mexicanos Unidos 5 de Mayo,
Hondure—os Unidos, and the Uni—n Salvadore-a (UNISAL), the international relations unit of the police department,
and local politicians James Mitchell, Jr., Malcolm Graham, Norman Mitchell, and Robbie Harrison.



Luis Rivera, a young representative of locatalworkers, spoke at theanth to his Germanos
mexicanoshondure—ossalvadore—osgolombiano® @ur hermanos afroamericanadready
have their rights and are also battling to endhabwe, too, haveto takethe step.OJanes
Barnett put the issue more bluntly: Q_atinos across the country havesbnkilled andnobodydoes
anythingaboutit, andthe sane thing happenso African-Americans.8 Interestingly, the
language=nployedby BennettandRiverain their speeches gak volunes speak about different
understandings of the contours of multi-ethediances. Barnett exgshfied how many North
Carolinians, with entrenched notions of race, exhibit atendency towards identifying individuals
racially. To look for Latinoalliesin civic lifeimplies that OLatinos@omprise a coherent
culturalandsocialgroup. Rivera, againsthe grainof the ubiquitous language of OAdan-
American/LatinoOcooperation at therally, eschewedhe Latino categoryandinsteaddentified
his audience by their diverse ratalidentities. Simultaneouslyhe recognized the exigencies of
aligning with other segents of thgopulationconfronting smilar socia problems. His
comments, like those ofany Latinos in NorthCarolina, differentiateéhe challenged atinos
face from those of African-Americans by the somewhat overstated GuccessOof Black-white
relationsin North Carolina. As racia politics, African-American struggles may offer a model
andinspirationto Latinos,buttheycontrasto the challenges of an Gncompletely racialized
groupCasit navigatests social,political, andcultural trajectory in an environemt prone to
viewing the world through the lens of race.”

Building Fragile Alliances

While a quick survey of the Spanish language press does datamumber of
successful efforts of collaboratitetween Blacks and Latinos, we maintain in this article that
theretendsto be atwo-tracksystemof Black/Latino interactionNapathof Oenlightenedon-
engagerant,Canda pathof Odedicatethteractivity.O Enlightened non-engagensimply
refersto situationswhereBlacksandLatinosdemonstrate knowledge of and spathy with each
otherOs experiences; lewer, that awarenessemot trandate into strategies for dose

collaboration. Sortimes, everthe desire for collaboration is absent. Enlightened non-

22 Q) atinos y afroamericanos marchan unidos por un rotundo NO alaviolencia,OLa Noticia, 14 Decenber,2001,
30.

% LawrenceBlum, O @n Not a Racist, But . . .Q The Moral Quandary of Race (Ithaca: Cornell University Press,
2002), 151-155.
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engagerant has been evident in Latino and Aém-American circles at thelocal, state,and
nationallevels. Ontheotherhand,OdedicatethteractivityO refers tsustainednstancesf
cross-racia and cross-ethnic contact that result in shared efforts to address the needs of both
BlacksandLatinos,oftenwith concretepolicy ramificationsandinterventions.

Over the years, leaders of African-American organizations haveepeatedly voiced the
need to increasingly connect with Latinos. For example, when Ben Chavis assumed leadership of
the NAACP in 1993, he stated that he wouldkio meke it more inclusive of Latinos,
particularlythosewho identifiedasBlack. Similarly, Hugh Price, the s presidenbf the
National Urban League, stated that he hopezkpmnd his organization§svices and prograsm
to includeboth Latinosandotherethniccommunities. The NationalUrbanLeague(NUL)
affiliate in the Triangle is one of the newest chapters and was promoted by Price as a new, cross-
racial nodel for NUL piograns. Butthe actuaimplementationof Black outreach projects to
Latinos seem slow and hesitant. Even in thé ACP, sin@ Ben ChavisO departure, the thern
working nore closely with Latinos has seemly faded?* At thelocal level, North Carolina(3
NAACP chapters suppballiances with Latinosrorecord, btido not appear to be contted to
following through,asevidencedy thelack of specific outreach prograif? Similarly, despite
its inclusionary rhetoric, the local National Urban League@® affiliate in the Triangle(although
still in its early phases of developnent) doesnot featureLatinosprominently as an aspect of the
groupOs promotional literature, nor do their basemibersreflectany strongincorporationof
Latinos. %

Similar satements can be made about numerous Latino organizations, particularly
several of the new non-profit adwamy groups that have emged in North Carolina over recent
years. Among a group of politically engaged, middle-class Latino immigrants (who form a core
leadershiggroupin severalpartsof the state)there are efforts of comumity formation that focus

on networkingandmobilizing Latinosonissuedirectly impacting their community, especially

24 Ben Chavis@® tenure at the NAACP was short. He resigned in 1995 after allegations of the misappropriation of
funds and charges of aromantic relationship with a staff member. There was also controversy about his connections
to the Nation of Islam.

% NAACP Today. NBC 17, Raleigh, North Carolina. 2003.

28 | nterestingly, the Triangle affiliate is not listed in the National Urban League® web site® listing of local

organi zations throughout the nation. However, the group does exist and produced a report in 2003 on the Black
community in the Reseech Trianglearea. Thereport, The State of the Black Triangleis available at
www.triangleul.org/SBT.pdf. The activities of the NUL in the Triangle might be compared to the activities of the
chapter in Charlotte, and its 2001 meeting with Latino leaders.
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immigration.TheseeffortsrarelyembraceBlacks as co-strategists and partners, despite

recognizing the possible benefits that could be obtained frosuch partnering. In general, these
middle-class Latino immigrantrenot racisttowardsAfrican-Americans and if asked about
working with themthey frequently state thatig a goodidea,but sone fed thattheissueghey
support do not always generate Black enthusi&smronversations with directorof a Latino
non-profit who was asked if the organization heatd/ ongoing prograsthat collaborated with
African-American groups, the answer was no. Waskedf the Latino groupwasinterestedn
collaborating with an African-Arrican orgaization, the response was yes, provided that
another organization would fund such a proj8etekingout African-American collaborators was
not a high priority?’

Non-engagemnt with African-Americans ca also be detected by their absence in
planning and implementing statewide, Latino naprofit sectoreventssich as El PuebloOs
annual policy issues conference (known as El Firat attracts attendants fraat parts of
North Carolina. Conference sessions cover a wadge of topics, including education, health
care,andmediarelations A few Black electedofficials are usuallynvited asguestsand
panelists; however, established Black organizations, suitle BR\ACP andthe NationalUrban
Leaguearenota presencelNeitheris thethene of Black-Latinorelationsthe subjectof breakout
sessions.

To be fair, Latino organizations, suchtas TriangleOs Puebb, are non-profits of
modestsizethatrely heavily on volunteers and part-time staff. EI Pueblo is a large organization
compared to other local projects, such as CarrboroOs El Centro Latin@hich hasjusttwo or
threepaid staff members.For the most part, Latino non-profitswork underincredibly difficult
circumstances and not surprisingly, tend to limit and focus their efforts in order to maximize
their effectiveness. Our ailrere is not to ciiitize these advocacy groups, but rather to analyze
theracialdimensionsof projectsof Latino community forration.

It is clearthatwe shouldnot assune thatbecause both AfricaAmericans and Latinos
are racialized groups that there should be aleahetweerthem Suchaview is smplistic and
ignores the complexities of race and social relatios in the US and the loal specificities of
communities. Latino activists operating statesvidnd to focus on lobbying efforts adnat

impacting legislation and policy, more thanengagingn grassrootgolitics. In pressing their

27 Interview conducted by Carlos Tovares, September 2003. The interviewee has requested to remain anonymous.
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issuessuchasfighting effortsto revokethe atility of undocunented peopléo obtain a driverOs
license, lobbying to promote irtagetuition ratesfor undocunentedstudentsandimmigration
reform (amnesty and guest worker progra)yLatino activists are not focused on building
coalitions with African-Americans, rather they are concerned with mobilizing Latinos and on
gaining and maintaining access to decision-makers, who are primarily White.

Many North Carolina Latinos involved advocacy have celedtedthe spectacular
growth of the Latino population in the state because it makes their lobbying efforts more
conpelling. However, somLatinos, including oea who has been active in Decratic Party
politics, stated that the celebratory proclamations have been disturbing because they suggest that
Latinos and Blacks are in competition for attention and resources.”® He also stated that the
emphasis on the plight of undocumented people, and the seeming abandonment of the
affi rmative action cause by L atinos, has been disconcertingHe understandghe alienatingeffect
to Blacksthatthesepositionspronote. Furthemore, the lack of energy for affirmative action
has been coupled with a push to promote in-statien for undocunented residents.This move
comes precisely at a time when African-Anncan access to higher education appears to be
shrinking. Atop that,Blacksperceivethattheyarebeingaskedo undewrite the costsof
educating undocumented students through their taxes. These have not been populasipors.
The informant stated that he considered bath an Anerican, and tat he caresaboutall
Americansnotjustimmigrants His words reflect a concern among a certain ssgraf the non-
immigrant Latino population. Focusing on ingrart issues, and particularly theissuesof
undocumented workers, should not be the main OfaceO of Latino padis in the South.

Indeed.,it is theU.S.bornsegnentof the Latino activist community, particularly those
involvedin electoralpolitics, which hasbeenmore insistentthanothersin signaling
collaboration with African-Americans as a central and integral element of their activism.
Accompanying them is a smalegmat of the recent Latinonmigrant community that has a
backgroundn grassrootsctivism Oneof their most significant activities in the Triangle area
has been involvement in the formation of a multi-racial community group, called Durham
CongregationsAssociationsandNeighborhood$CAN). DurhamCAN is aninitiative of the

Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF), an organipatthat has been praring local grassroots

8 | nterview conducted by Carlos Tovares, September 2003. The interviewee has requested to remain anonymous.
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activism for decades. TénDurhamgroup was forrally formed in May of 2001%° The model of
thelAF is to work throughexistingorganizaions, such as churches and neighborhood groups.
DurhamCAN is anallianceof churchedrom several denominations, a citizens group, The
PeopleOs Alliance, antl&ntro Hispano, social service organization for Latinos. IAF
organizations tend to focus on local issugsthe Octoberl10,2002meeting(to which
candidates for local elected aks were invited) CAN members articulated their key issues,
including lead poisoning, a living wage ordicanincreased funding for after-school progsam
and nore housing inspectors. B&alLatinos,including lvan Parra who was instrumental in the
formation of Durhar®s El Centro Hispano, @meolved in DurhamCAN. Currently, the IAF is
funding smilar working-class, multiracial community organizationsin at least three other
communities, including Winston-Salem, Raleigh, and the Chapel Hill/Carrboro area. Parraalso
has a newer, separate project, developing a statewide grassroots Latino advocacy group. In part
because ofils backgrond with a multiraciarassrootsffort (DurhamCAN), ParraOsew
program The Latino Community Developent Cengr, offers the poterdi to institutionalize
Latino collaboration with African-Amricans andvith a wide range of growing imigrant
groups across the statehel'Latino @mmunity Developnent Center is based in Durham, a city
that Parra sees as the most receptive in North Carolina for collaboration between Latinos and
African-Americans ®

As the Latino community continues to gromiNorth Carolina, it remains open to
guestion how and to what extent their relations with the African-American community will
intensify. It may bethatpardlel strategie®f Oenlightenedon-engageentO will grow and
fostera deepedistancebetweerthetwo populatons. Or it may be that as the non-imgnant
Latino population increases, deeper levels of intefiactwill emerge. In eithercasethefuture
of race relations betwedsoth groupsnay havemuchto do with wheretheyenvisionthernselves

in the OSouth.O If the regisever able to successfully overcone its image as an arena

29 Claudia Assis, ONew Group Pushes Housing, Education,OThe Durham Herald-Sun, 4 May 2001; Ben Evans,
New Durham Political Group Cheers Council Members Responses,OThe Durham Herald-Sun, 26 April 2002; and
Jennifer Strom, (Building Blocs: Think Political Power Is Reservel For The Well-HeeledAnd Well-Connecte@ A
New Grassroots Group In Durham Wants Y ou To Think Again,OThe Independent, 16 January 2002.

%0 The comment was made at a screening and discussion at UNC Chapel Hill of the documentary films El Otro Lado
and Nuestra Comunidad. November 21, 2002. Note that Durham CAN and Parra@ efforts are not the only
collaborativeefforts in the Triangle area,nor arewe insinuating that the individual s involvedin theseprojects
represent the extent of African-American/Latino coalitions. Latino activistsin the Triangle such as John Herrera at
El Centro Hispano and Mauricio Castro, a member of the board of directors at El Centro Latino in Carrboro are just
a couple of others who share the same vision and mission.
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primarily of binary, racial relations, to aare multi-ethnic environnent, and if both groups have
apartin articulatingthatchangethensubstarive collaborations @y result. Nevertheless, as
ManuelCastells@1983)analysisof Latino politics in San FrancisgOs Mission District
highlighted alliancesamongjust oneracial group are difficult to mintain.** Any meaningful
alliancebetweerNorth CarolinaOkatinos andAf rican-Americans that may emerge from the
preliminary interactions found currently within the state isinevitably fraught with pitfalls. Will

all the local organizations be able to successfully negotiate racial tensions? Will alliances be
successfubnly throughfocusingon very specific,local issues? Will these local groups be able to

coalesce into political force a the sate level?

Black Like Me: African-American Inter pretations of North CarolinaOs atino Presence

In the first section of this article, we hadreel specific goals. First, we tried to highlight
some general contours of the demographic shift that characterizes AericaOs ost recent
iteration of the ONew South.Oe Wdieve that Mrth Carolina is representative of this newest
ONew SouthO and, therefore, a particuilanprtant space for rethinking race, ethnicity,
international migration and global capitalism in the 21% century. The American South
(especially the Southeast) is ofteredy provincialized in contemporary popular and academic
discussionsOur collectivecommonsenstakes it for granted. In discussions about
transnationalisnand globalization, people sgine places like New York, London, Tokyo, and
Paris to better stand-in for globality and its concomitant internationalizations of local space.
Cities like Durham, North Carolina, are imagined to be trapped in the genteel pastN still rural,
still local, still stuck in its own bifurcated and Jm-Crowed regional specificity, sill smply Black
and White. Recent statistics on tiuao in-migration belie this nostalgic assumption, and so the
first sectionexamned,in broadstrokesseveal of the mechanisms by which Spanish-speaking
migrants are being incorporated into the workforce, into grassroots organizations, into religious
life, and into North CarafiaO&argerbody politic.

With those themes as backdrop, we aso used the first part of thisrticleto conveya
sense of how African-Amrican elected officia andpolitical leadersarenegotiatingthe choppy
waters of cross-ethnic confliahdcollaboration. Constantlymonitored and quoted by the press,

this political leadershipmay havelessof anincentive to speakfrankly aboutsuchissueghando

31 Manuel Castells, The City and the Grassroots (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1983).
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their nore rank-and-file race-ates (whose opiniorerelessfrequentlysought). Sowe wanted
to use this second sectionexamine what local African-AmericanNorth Caroliniansactually
think about Latinos, Latino in-migration, and African-Ararican/Latno relations rare generally.
This section islabeled, Black Like Me?,Owhich is meant to highlight the tellingly ambivalent
conmparisons and contrasts our intervieweesndretweenrAfrican-Americansandtheir Latino
neighborsn Durham®

Several respondents interestinglytheorizedcontemporary.atino culture and politics as
analogougo pre-Civil RightsEra African-Americanlife. In terms of civic power, organizational
techniques, and activist impact, many African-American Durhamites claim that Latinos today are
whereblack peoplewerea coupleof generationggo. Barry,a22 year-old college graduate and
middle-school teacher at agparity-minority Durhampublic school,statedthis positionmost
directly. Ol donOt see us cleaning housesi@sasithem,Ohe says. Orhey seem to be us two
generations ago. Weére it was basically thedatk man doing whatever he could do with his
hands to bring soepaper hora, and the woin cleaningwhite peopleOisouser whatever
houses. They seetun be doing that now. And we se¢mbe in jail.O

A native North Carolinian, Barry can trace hislocal familial roots back to the nineteenth
century. As ateenager, he spent several yearsin Washington D.C., a place that he considers
Qnuch more diverseOthan his North Carolina neighborhood (Oforty different languagesO were
spokenin his WashingtonD.C. high school).However, he does realize that his beloved North
Carolina also has saliversityNOblacks, whitg Hispanics a coupleMiddle Easternerand
AsiansO is how Barry puts it. He sees copteany Latinos as just like African-AmericansN at
least, just like African-Araricans were Otwgenerations ago.O Barry is not alone.

Ralph,31, wasraisedin Oavorking Afri can-American middle class familyQin
Lewisburg,North Carolina.RalphOwife is bi-racial, which means,he claims, that Cher calling in
life is to bridge racial gaps.O He loves #itadut her. A generous and opemaed person,
Ralphthinksvery carefullybeforeheanswes any serious questions, and hierars BarryOs
analysis almost exactly. QWhere they [Latinos] are now is vene | would consider where we
were in the 1950s and 60s,0 Ralph says. OAnd #utually stuff that IOve thought about. Their

32| n order to examine African-American/Latino relations in contenporary Durham North Caroling we conducted
10 in-depth interviews with African-American Durhanitesduringthe summe of 2003,specifically asking them
guestions about the extent of cross-ethnic interactionsin their community. The interviewees were both men and
womenN and ranged in age from 22-59. Each interview was tape-recorded on audiocassette (with two of them also
videotaped on mini-DV) for afuture documentary project.
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leaderships very thin onthetop, but very talented And thenthereOa gap.And my concernis
that if those individuals disappear then you lose your ability to push forward partidar political
agendas. And thatOs where we were in the 50s and 60s. Anctirespatt, where still are.
And we still are very invidually ledO Ralph ab places Latinos in a kihof cryogenic African-
American past, even though he also ultimately admits that African-Americans themselves may
not have progressed al that far from that older Oindividually ledO Civil Rightsodel of
community and social leadership.

Sheila, 42 years old, was born in Springfidlhssachusettgndraisedin Durham She
grew up as an air-force brat. Her family setiledNorth Carolina when she started etetary
school, at which point thestoppednoving.Her parentsvaniedstability in theiryoung
daughterOs life. Growing up, she says, theg Walways the first black fdynin a
neighborhood,O not living in a predaantly Africa-American community until well after she
startedhigh school.SheiladescrbesLatinosasrelativenewconers to her social neighborhood,
but shehasalreadynoticedsone interestingsimilarities between therand African-Anericans,

similarities that mirror the kinds of conparisonamade by Barry andRalph:

Shiela: Another thing about the Latino experience thatQs fo ne, its like a repeat of
historythatOselatedto Afri can-American leaderships, whet@u have that elite group of
black people who could always vote, and waften could pass, and have that education,
who kind of dictated to the othblackpeoplethatitOsiottime yet for that [revolutionary
politics]. We gottawait on that. And let Big Poppa come and take care of that. |®n
watching that [with Latinos]. There was adingle Urban kague reeting where one of
the Latinosgot up andmade jokesaboutthe number, like there was atable full of Latinos
and he rade a joke about how theyOre athedaroundonetableor sonething like that.

| was like, oh ran, thatOs what we did in the 50s. Trying #e@nwhite folks
comfortable SolOnmimagining in tenyears,maybe twenty-five gars thatyouOrgonna
seea Latino Civil RightsAction happening.

Barry, Ralph,andSheilashowcaseaninteresing maneuveramongthe African-Americanghat

we interviewed in Durham. For all three respondents, Latinos represeffrican-AmericaOs past,
agesturehatdeniesakind of mutual coevahessandplacesAfrican-Americans farther along the
ladderof socialandpolitical progressNfromoutgrowingthe needto clean Owhite peopleOs
housesO to no longer feeling like they haveriake white folks comfortable.O Thiowe to
place contemporary LatinoOsn an earlier point within African-AmericaOs histical trajectory

may do an nteresting kind of double-duty. Firgtcan provide a perch from which to create
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socialsolidarityacrossethnicdifferences (see, they are just like us, or, atleast,justlike we
were). However, it can also be a potentiallstaticing tactic, especialy if the pastnessf
contenporary Latinos can be chalked up to a naiviedt African-Americans can be said to have
evolved beyond. In either caske culturaldifferencesetweerLatinos and African-Araricans
areoftenpositedasa kind of temporal distance between a past and present black experience in
the United States.

Anotherthreadthatconnectd African-AmericanresponderstO cross-ethnic cparisons
was predicated on their assessta of unity/disunity withinthe Latino community. Soefound
Latinosto beaunified andcohesivesocialgroup.Othersdescribed thenas splintered by
national differences and, theredpirredeemably suspicious of oneanotherln bothinstances,
these characteristics were implicitly or explicitly relaedto the degree®f solidarityto befound
in contemporary African-American communities.

Daren is a 27-year old Durhamative who obtained his undergraduate degree from
Howard University in 1998, burned-out asaotountant after graduate school at UNC-
Greensborafew yearslater,andnow teaches"-grader mathematics at an urban school in
Durham. His mom is anurse@ ad; his stepfather drivesan18-wheelerandDarenis thefirst
person in his family to go to college. He admits thathe wentinto edu@tion Obecausiee only saw
one black man teachingQat his local middle school, and so Daren wanted to have a (positive
influenceO w young black kids. He has two little bnets, and he says that theyv@absoldely
no blackmale role-modelsin school.

Daren spent the first ten-years of his life with his grandmother in a Girug-filled, crime-
riddenthousingprojectconplex thatOwasn®ery diverse At that point in time, the Latinos
hadnOtmmigratedasmuch astheyhavenow, so it was 99.9% black. Thereaynhave been a
white persorhereor there.OSincethen,however Darenhasnoticedthatquite a few Latinosare
movinginto his neighborhoodAs he watches them interact with one another, Daren séem

envytheir socialcommunity:

Daren: TheyOre group-orient@ahd yould see them, and it@l be fifteen of themin one
place. And it@ rare (maybe we just don® see this) to see the arguments and all the other
stuff. Theypooltheirmoney.Theygetoneca. They all use one car.0¥ go by certain
housesyou seetwelve guysget into a pick-uptruck andyou go Owow!O And they never
bicker, and they go to work. And you seernthcoming back from workE | like the way
they do thatEGrowing up in Arerica where w@re very individualistic. | getine, you
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getyours.lt@snoj reacting back.And | knowin our community, we get mad: & ou owe
me five dollars.O And thatOs it.

Darenseed. atinosaslessfissuredby Americanindividualism that Afrcan-Anericans, but his
unified andnon-bickeringmageof Latinosis challengedy othe local African-Americansve

talked to who claimed to see some very stark and seriousconflictswithin the Latino community:

Shiela: | made an error in that the first Latina that | hired to work with me was Cuban.
And | did not understand thttere was distrust of Cubans in many of the other Latin
cultures. So she had a hard time working with the community because she was basically
discriminating against people. Her prejudagainst Mexicans was interfering with my
ability to work with that communityE We had a situation where a number of
predoninantly Mexicanimmigrantswereliving in just abhorrent@nditions by a landlord
who owns over 1500 units in Durham. And 96%hemareLatino. ThatdoesnOtappen
by accident. And charging people to come out if they complained about the housing
condition, he would charge the®35 to cone outandlook atit. And theystopped
complaining, because they couldn@® afford it. Because he would come out, but he
wouldnOt mke any repairs. So then heldOt ke the repairs; the conditions got
worse...ItOsot whathewould do in a black home or in awhite gpartment. He was
chargingthemlatefeesthatwerenotlawful. And thenhewasthreateninghatif you
donOt like it, 10l turn you in to theSIN

Sheila sees sgnificant differences between Latinos, differencesatlproblematize their attempts
at solidarityandcommunity.Accordingto Shela, Qtlhere@ alot of prejudiceE the Puerto
Ricansareangry,becaus theyOralwaysbeingcardel whentheyOre citizens. And they feel that
they are unjustly painted withetsane brush as Mexicans, as being undoented when theyOre
full citizens.OSuch inconveniences and humiliations, she says, help to explain why thereis
tension within the Latino community today. Moreover therearesorne very realecononic
differences between communities that many African-Americans say exacerbate these tensions.
Dinais a 34 year-oldactressvho wasbom and raised in Wmington, North Carolina,
with her dad@ family and her grandmother. She lived there until she was six; then they moved to
Othe countryO with heom, relocating farther anérther out of the citjustabouteverysingle
year.Shewentto Catholicschoolswith black nuns from the West Indies whose accents and
black robes rade her magine thenes witches. ©day, when she visits friends in New York
City, she feels familiar around Caribbeans, and she also notes that pedestriansregularlymistake

her for a Dominican woman, hailing her in Spanish alongthe sidewalk. However,shenever
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experiences such assessments in the Durham communitywhereshenow lives, andthis
difference, she says, is predicated on difieesin national migration patterns from Latin
Americato various regions of the United States. Moreover, according to Dina, these same
national differences map neatly onto economic hierarchies within Durhafds Latino community,

hierarchieghathelpto explainsone of the conflicts and disunitghe sees aomg Latinos:

Dina: If youOre Mexican, youmsisis consideredower. If youOr&uatanalanyouOre
really atthe bottonEIf youlook atthe busnessesereat areownedby the Latino
community, theyOre really not MexicansuYook at the non-profit people here, El
Pueblo the Latino creditunion, El Centro Hispano theyOraot Mexican.ltOPuerto
Ricanor Ecuadorianor sonrething alongthat They say the darker you are, the more
connected you are to the native communitiesN thenyouOréower rankedandstuff lik e
that.Or ArgentineanGgo well, butthey have thatstrongltalian influenceE.EverybodyOs
justtrying to cling to their nationality.

RalphOs experiences seem to corroborate Dimp@ssions about national differences and

socia hierarchies within the Latino community:

Ralph: | saw that quite a bit when | worked with the governorOsffice, whenyou sawthe
majority of the population is more Mexican-Hispanicin nature;however thatupper
echelonof leadershigs not. TheyOrérom Cuba. TheyOréom PuertoRico. And theyOre
normelly the nore fair-skinned. The people thaiu say,yeah,theyOreot white, but they
might be white. So just frora physical sindpointwhenyoulook atthemtheyseem
very Europeann nature And from whatl saw, there are some differences in them
ThatOs actually the sathingin the blackcommunity,too.

Again, Ralph wants to draw cqrarisons beteenOthélackcommuntyO(this timein the
present) and the Latino commity, specifically in terms of skin-color prejudices. He contends
that the Mexican migrants in North Carolinatend to be darker-skinnedhan Cubans and Puerto
Ricans,andthis differencedovetals quite seantesslywith the socioeconomic and professional
differenceshefinds within the Latino comnunity. Contraryto sone ubiquitousand
commonsensical assumptions, the African-Americans we spoke to did not smply see some
monolithic Latino block. Instead, they recognized intra-ethnic distinctiosiNand evenproffered
theories about the potential causes and consequencesf thosedifferences.

For the najority of African-Americans wanterviewed, inter-ethnic violence stood out
(even more than language barriers) as the largest stumbling block between the two groups. For
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many, violence (particularly gang violence) i®hilizedasthefoundation&aidiom for explaining
cross-ethni¢ensiondgn local communities. People have expli@kanples of such violence, as
well as sociological and historical mechansdior explaining its ostensible rise over the last
several years.

Lisais a59-year-oldiormer dancemwho now runsa community groupin downtown
Durham Shewasbornandraisedin Atlanta, Georgia, and oved to Durhanover twenty years
ago to attend college. She has watched thecligage in big and szl ways over the last two

decades, and an escalation in street violence is one of the defi ning aspects of that change:

Lisa: Different folks both here and other{saf the Southweretalking aboutthe
hostilities energing with Latino inmigrants, metly Mexicans, and black folk. And those
of uswho wereherein North Carolina,like here in Durharm 097, one sunem there
were like 13 murders of Latinos. Three of them on my block. By African-Americans.

And, you know, there were rapes. People knew titere were lots of houses thasm
were in. And then families came. And folks were carrying cash. Folks knew it. They were

in a high-crine neighborhood, so they were aasy target. But sogrof it was sors of

the gruesomstuff. Break-in, rape, murder, atake their noney. It wasnOt just the cash
stuff. So that was one layer of it.

Black-on-Latino violence explodeandmorethanonce,on LisaOsery blockNand included
rapeshome invasionsmurderandrobbery. Many local Durhanitestalk aboutthis history of
violencein waysthatarestrikingly similar to LisaOslescrption of things.Sheila,for one,
described atinosbeingpreyedupon by African-Anerican gangs aafunctionof severakelated

behavioral traits:

Sheila:Mexicansfearus. Theythink of usassavages. They have bought into all of the
stereotypes of African-Americans. Because they live in such close proximity, the crime

that they experience has been predominantly by African-Americans, reinforcing the
stereotypes of us as criminals. There have been a number of home invasions, because

they keep so much cash. And theyOrén communitieswhereyou haveallot of addicted
persons. And their hoes are like banksYou justgotin andget$1000,$2000in one
day.Sotheir experienceeinforceshe premnceived notions of our community. And they
donOnecessarilyseethe broadempieces. And they donOt have a lot of experience.

Accordingto many of theinformantswe spokewith, black-on-Latinoviolencein the mid-1990s
translated into Latino violence in the 21% century, if for no other initial reason than an over
compensational self-defense. @ see why there is a big problem with Latino gangs,®alphsays,
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Oand itOs only going to get worse. | see why theteti®f distrust.O According to Barry, intra-
ethnicdifferenceamatter with respecto thisissuetoo. OSalvadoriangheylike niggers,de
explains. Offey donOt be playing, faal.OLike many others Dina thinksthatthis violenceis
spinningout of control. Olthink there needs to be serthings happening,O she says, Oor itOs
going to be similar to how it is in California with there being a separationE And the Latino

gangs are ruthless.O Mike, a police social worker who livesin Durham but works in Chapel Hill,

makes even more of the California gang garison:

Mike: ThereOs a significant gang problardurhamandin ChapelHill. GangsareE
formally recognized gangs in this area and i@ Hill within thelastfive years.| was
seeing gangs fifteen years ago here in @€hHjll. Durhamhas long recognized they
havea Blood-Cripproblem But, Latino gangsarebringingawhole new twist to the way
of business as we knew itE. W the LatinogangstheyOrenuchsmaller, theyOrenore
de-centralizedandtheyarealigning across the Blood- Crip traditionallines. So,Serrano
13 in California nay align Crip, but in Durhanthey align Blood. The other thing is, if
you believein conspiracytheoriesE which | may or may notE We shipped a problem
out of the United States, into a civil war, partanly in El Salvadorandthisis me, thisis
Mike speaking, into a civil weandwe createda much mearer gangstethanweOvever
seen in Chapel Hill or Grham North Carolina. The folks comg out of Latin Anerica,
the gangsters are trained in execution dayings, their fire power is stronger because
they@e been using military riffles, and are well trained in military strategies, military
tactics,andtheyOreunningthe Bloodsandthe Qrips off the street. The Bloods and the
Cripscanbebad,butE Serrandl3, NuestraFailia, Vatos Locos, they are changing the
face of the urban gang scene.

This discourse on Latino gangland ruthlessnessitabirth in a collecive response to earlier
African-American gang-based violence (and, acewydo Mike, even American foreign policy),
is themostprevalentocal discourseon the importance of African-American/Latino
rapprochement. Violence is usedexplain the schisms and to justify a concerted effort at
lessening that riftNfor the sakef every neighborhoodOsetgf

There are two last major obstacles to cross-ethnicommunitythat African-Americans
offered, obstacles that help to flesh-out aricher portrait of cross-ethnic conflict in North
Carolina. Frst, there seemto be broad corassus among respondents on the fact that there isa
mountainous degree of racial stereotyping thaadseithergroupQOability to see the otherOs
humanity. These stereotypes (like SheilaOsdea that hom-invasions reinforced Latino
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assumptions about African-American savagery) are constantlycirculatedwithin bothsocial

groups:

Daren:IOvenadbuddies.You know, thewhole stereotypicahanes, the whole wetback,

all theMexicansin thecarE.And | donOlaughat those jokes. Bubveneverbeenin a
situation where |Omith my partner, and weee a Hispanic and he starts picking on him.
ItOsalwaysin conversationOr seeing somon television. Gd&h, nan, | saw like twenty

of thempaded in a truck. Or down the streksee like twenty of them over in that
house.Qustthosecommentsthosestereoypical commentswhich may leadto your

actions being prejudiceat discriminatory.

Daren distiguishes between stereotypes thatused to mock people to their faces versus the
kindsthatgetsharedanongfriendswithin the intimacy of their own social bonding. But as
Darenmakes clear,bothinstancedavepotentidly deleterious effects. Simarly, Boyd sees
stereotypingamong Afri can-Americans as a disturbingly commonoccurrenceNananly

understandable within the context of economic competition:

Boyd: Blacks are always prejugidagainst.atinos.Guysarealways hearing that theyOre
taking jobs from us. OTejob | do, | canOget nobody to pay mthe way theyOre supposed
to pay me because Hispanics will take it for five or tenddlars cheagr.| meanyou hear
more comments than you do actual actieBst theguysl knowwho actuallyenploy
people, they@ trade-in the Civil Rights Movement to hire a Hispanic,causethatOall

they talk about is how hard they work, noyina thetaxes andtheyOltide aroundin the
back of a truck with no air or heat.O

This competition for jobs becomes a very important lens for viewing inter-ethnic hostility and
mistrust,andmany of the respondentmade strikingly similar connections betweerstereotyping
and occupational uncertainty. Dina used a specific pi@rfroma local Durhanhotel, to
explain just where this mistrust and anger comes from, even if she thinks it is ultimately

mi splaced:

Dina: [Let me tell you] what 1Ove heard, andeewhat|Oveseenwhen! usedto work,

for example, a the Washington Duke Inn. | used to work at the front desk. | think a lot of
black people are upset because they thiek &tino communityis takingtheirjobs. And

| understandk to a certan degreeasto why certainpeoplefeel thatway, but thefight
thatOgoingonis with thewrong people For instanceat thathotel,themanagewas
white, and all the staff that worked ousekeeping was black, okay. That place was
paying less money than some of these other not-so-high-class hotelerepayingto the
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hotel staff. The housekeeping staff got togetnd wanted to e®t with the general
manager to say we would like the same salariesthateverybodyelseis makingEand so
slowly butsurely,it startechappeningvhile | wasthere therewerereasas, stupid
reasonghatnevermatteredbefore.to fire black people frontheir positionsEand so it
started turning over. And they last grhwas over there | didnOtnotice a black
personEEveryone(8panishandtheydidnOt have toise the salary.
As Dinaexplainsit, stereoyping and concomitant cross-ethnic aninosity are predicated upon
very real labor competition within the low-end labor market. Moreover, she uses her
Washington Duke example to argue that thisis not simply the innocent outcone of color-blind
market forces. Crdty employers, she claims, actually play both sides againstoneanotherto keep
real wages and guoyee organization low. Accoing to DinaOs reading of the situation, which
is indisputably Marxisin many ways, workers of color are being duped into hating one another
and blaming each other for what has been caused by muchlargermacro-structuraforces.

Partof thereasorwhy thereis suchmicro-level finger-pointing across ethnic lines may
be adirect result of the fact that there seems to bevery little seriouscontactbetweenAfrican-
Americans and Latinos in Durham. All of the African-Americans we interviewed maintained
that they had no substantive interpersonal contact with Latinos in their everyday livesNeven
those respondents who were chgamvestedn improving African-American/Latino relations at
the abstractevel and/orworkedwith Latinoson thejob. Mostagreedhat LatinosOsticko
therrselves,®uttheyalsohadslightly differentexplanations for the lack of closecontactacross

ethniclines:

Daren:l coachfootball. Thereareno Latinoson thefootballteam See, IOm not a very
social person. | guess you@ettingthat.| canOdoit. ThereOs a custodian here. And |
see him. 1Gn the last person who leaves every night. Cause | gotta clean up the locker
room. And | see him. And | apologize to him every night because he wants to turn the
alarmon. And every now and then | try $peak som Spansh. And heOll laugh at me.
And IOl just do athumbs up and say, Oby itOgyood. 1Gn about to leave.OItOsot area
conversation. ItOsatrying to show hinthat| appreciate him. He letsastay late.
OThankou.G\nd thatOaboutthe extentof theinteractionright there.

Just as Daren cannot have a real conversatittmhig co-worker, Boyanaintains that intimate
relationships are informally outlawed by Latinos. QNot in Carolina,Ohe says. Orhem dudes will
kill them [Puerto Rican women]. The Hispanic dudes will kill them [if they tried to date black
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guys].O Ralph concedes that he knowsedatinos,but he doesnot know themnearlywell
enough:

Ralph:Therearevery few Latinosin my circle. We do know of some Latino/Hispanic

folk, but on a personal basis, who | hangwwho | hang out with afterwork, those
relationships havenOtgotten to the point whereweOreeacling outandsayng, heyweOre
having dinner, comon over. V&Ore not thergetEls it something that weOreloing, isit
sonething thattheyOrdoingZEThe friendship andbondsarenGteingbuilt in a tight-
enough fashion. | have several relatiopshwith HispanicLatino persons on a
professionalevel, andthosepeople,asl think about thempart of the problerare the

age differences. TheyOre not mwage cohortTheyOre older. For theoshpart theyOre all
older.

Ralph clearly would like to haveare substatial relationships with Latinos,butit hasnot
happenedet, andhistiesto Latino colleaguegmostly older men) arestrictly professional.

Dina, however did oncehavea seriousandintimate relationship across ethnic lines:

Dina: | used to go out with this guy fromras he fromCosta Rica? canOt reember.
Colombia, | think. And he,whenhecaneto this country, he as a foreman, construction
foreman, the white people at the company tbich that black people were lazy. He said,
and thatOs what weOre taught. They stigightl the Latino community thatblackMen
are lazy. And he said, | began to accepsiruth that that is why there are no black
people working with us, because theyOreil| lazy. And so those kinds of things need to be
addressed [before there can bbsgtantial interethnic bonds].

Withoutreal sustainedocialcontactacrossethniclines, contactthatcanhelp dispelfamily-
inherited stereotypes,ass nedia offerings becomone of the most important disseminators of
cross-ethnic information. According to most respondentsthis prospectloesnot necessarilypode
well for the future of African-American/Latino relations. OtOshe media,OShelia agues, Qhat
has pitted the two communities against each other.ODina agrees:

Dina: On a nation[al] level, when you loakthe censusandits sayingthereOsiore

L atinos now, outnumbering Afri can-Americans, itOs like, why do they keep playing
against that? And its experiencing how black people are feeling; weOre feeling weOre
beconing extinct or that weOre losing ovand so | think, yeah, | think when you
constantlykeepseeingthat, like thewhole censis stuff, what is the whole point of stating
the stuff like this, you knowEIf you cankeepthesedifferentminority groupsfighting
amongstoneanotherthentheyOraevergonnacome together.

DinaandSheilaOposition,whichis notat all uncommonmong our African-Anerican

respondentgepresentanalmostconspiratoriateadingof how media venues perpetuate ethnic
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conflictsin seenngly neutralnewsstories. These news stories make it incredibly difficult for
African-AmericansandLatinosto havefruitful andmutually beneficialconversationacross

linguistic and cultural barriers:

Richard: For the wst part, the mdiaOs shang the Hispanicsasvery derogativeand
alsoshowingAfrican-Americansasvery derogative. And so you have groups of people
who donOt know each other anttigg most of their infornation froma skewed source.
And notrealizingthatthatsourceis skewed And so,of course you thentry to havea
surface conversation, those assumptions kick-in, and quickly, disagreementsET he media
does have an effect on that relationship. 8ink thatOanissue,but how are the groups
working to actively combat and bridge those gaps?

Bridging this gap that Richard notices betm African-Anericans and Latinos will take
concerted effort fronndividuals on both sidsof thatethnicdivide. However African-
American ideas and assumptions about Latino differenceonly tell partof thestory. If our
interviews with African-Americans were able to show us patterns abservatiorandanalysis
within that comnanity vis-"-vis their Latino neighborswe maybeableto find similar
consistenciewithin the Latino communityOsindersandings of African-Arerican difference. In
our final section, we begin to reverse the etlmaplhicandethnohistoricabazeto examnein
more detail theiltered view that Latinos have éffrican-Ameri@ns. But, comlicating the
story sonewhat, we exainme the lives of a partidar subsebf the Latino community that often

elude scholarly and populattentionNAfro-Latinos.

Invisible Blackness: T&n ONew SouthO as a Space for Afro-Latinos

While the previous section traces how A#m-Anericansin North Carolinahavestarted
interpreting Latinos as inhabiting social spaces that blacks occupied in the past, as stepping into
traditionally black class positions (sparking black-L atino tension), as replicating African-

American gang culture, and through all of theseprocessesaspatially adopting an ascribed
African-Americannesgor anascribedOblacknes0), a specific cqonent of the Latino

immigrant community has seemingly escaped viewNAfro-Latinos. Several of our respondents
in Durham certainly demonstrated sensitivity to the layered, racial character of Latinos, even to

the point of differentiatingbetweerbothwhite andOdarkOdtinos. Llightness of skin shade often

correlated with nationality, as Pdo RicansandCubansveredisaussedasdarkerthanMexicans
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and Guatemalans. But at the datlezed of tle sonatic register, references to outright Latino
blackness never occurred. Part of the reason ldswoth the structure dhe discursive terrain.
Issues of Latino relations have traditionallyebheéhought of in tersof an almost nutually
exclusive, triangular relationshimvolving whites, blacks, and Latbs. Interrogationasto the
OraceO of Latinos has beeritéich In exarining Latino pover, whiteness hasattered, since
measuringvhite Latino succesfiasworkedbothto show the level of Latino integration into the
broadersociety,while atthe sare time signaling their Odifferencé©m the uppertiersof Anglo
power structures. Conversely, blackness haslastgmmeaning,in part given the stigras
historically associated to blacks both donestically and in Latin Ararica. Simply put, it has been
a category that amy immigrants have sought te@d. Indeed, as somwhat of a counterweight
to potential blackness, Latinonesshasprovento be morethananethnicity. A crucible of races,
Latinoness is emerging in some circles as an intermediateracialtypeitself, analogougo
Obrownness*O

However,in North Carolina,importantcorcentrations othe Latino immigrant
community, especially in WistonSalem and also in Raleigand Durham, are Afro-Mexicans.
In thisfinal sectionof our article we reflecton their experiencesn the arenaof racial fomation.
Afro-Mexicans represéra subset of the imigrant community for whom issues of racism and
blackness have been part of their historamaisciousnes®r centuries. Thedescendantsf
slaves, their blackness has been a critical marker for them in their hometowns. Does their
Oblack®exicanidentity causethemto havedifferent relationshipsvith other Latinos and
different immgrant experiences®an their bla&ness serve as an important point of departure
toward engendering community ties and a sense of solidarity with African-Americansin North
Carolina? Or does their blackness create additional challenges for them with respect to their

dealings with whites, African-Asricans or other Latinos?

DecodingAfro-MexicanBlackness
Blackness, an identity that is of sigednt importance among Afro-Mexicans in their

local negotiations of social status and idernititthe Mexicancountrysde, is subordinated to

¥ Richard Rodr’'guez, Brown: TheLastDiscoveryof America (Penguin, 2003)
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other identitiesin North Carolina® Specifically, aracially undifferentiated Hispanic identity
emerges as a dominant marker. This representsa newunderstandin@f blacknesdgor Afro-
Mexicans, vino now find that they inhabit a d@mn where African-Americans, with whom Afro-
Mexicans do not truly identifymonopolize the meaning of blackness. Historically, in the
southern Costa Chica region that is home to most Afro-Mexican immigrants, one® self-identity
as black (negro andmoreng was always juxtaposed agaitist social status of those who
identifiedasindigenougindios) or white (mestizo and blancg. In North Carolina, however,
most Mexican imrygrants, regardlassof race, ethicity, or region of origin, confrontisnilar life
experienceandsharecommonchallenges. Amongthesearethe effortsto obtainunskilledjobs,
learnEnglish,form friendshipswith North Carolinans, and @r those without legal docuents)
to remain undertheradarof immigrationofficials. Insteadof anidentity based on color
gradations and ethnicity, Costa Chica natives\{knas Coste—o0s) conceive of tredaes as
Hispanics, and within that gentéey manifesta strongregionalMexican identity. Tey assert
their statusasCoste—osandasresidentf particulartownsandvillagesalongthe coast™

The lack of importance that Costes-ascrile to their blackness in North Carolinais due
to anumber of interrelated phenomena. Frst, in recent decades there has been an increasing
mestizajgrace-mixing) in the Costa Chicaitself, which hasintroducedfar moremestizos into
what were once amost entirely black towns.*® As a result, the Coste—o population that is now
migrating to the U.S. is more raciallyixedthan it was decades ago. Consequently, they are
less likely to be confused withfrican-Americans and little attention is called to their blackness
by whites or African-Araricans. In addition tthe denographic changes occurring in Mexico,
in North Carolina it appears that Hispanic identity trumps the ethnic distinctions that remain so
very important in the Mexican context. In the Caosta Chica, ethnicity (Afro-Mexican,Amuzgo,
Mixtec, mestizo, etc.) is central to one@ self-identification andplaysalargerole in how oneis

perceivedoy others. In North Carolina, thee is \ery little knowledge of and appreciation for the

34 This portion of the article is based upon extensive, long-term ethnographic fieldwork in the Costa Chica
conducted by Bobby Vaughn, and ten days of ethnographic research in Winston-Salem (conducted by Bobby
Vaughn and Ben Vinson).

% Importantly, while the Cost Chicaregion straddleghe stateline betveen Guerrero and Oaxaca, Coste-os rarely
assert a Guerrero or Oaxacan identity.

3 |n historical terms, mestize represented the offspring of whites and indigenous peoples. In more contemporary
times, mestiz comprise the normative Latin American somatic type, of mixed-race heritage, but usually excluding
blacklineage
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great variety of Mexican ethnicities.® These two factors produce a social landscapén which the
small number of Afro-Mexicans becomes virtually invisible in their blacknessraisingfew

eyebrows among North Carolinians.

The Chanqing Face of the Costa Chica

For atleastthreehundredyears MexicoOsouthernCostaChicaregionhasheld oneof
the highest concentrations of Afro-Mexicarihese blacks descend from African slaves who
weretransportedy the Spanishas part of a slave trade thvaas nost active fronthe 1580s-
1640. Thehistoricalrecordsuggestshatthe slaves were initially usedslaborersn thebusy
port of Acapulco, as well as in colonialtite enterprises in the more rural regions.® As slaves
acquired their freedona large free-black populationrainto existencepnethatmaintainedan
internal racial cohesion in many areas.®* The 19 century witnessed the integration of blacks
into the political nevements of independendayt by and large, the Costa Chicalasks
experienced minor integration into national civic life, and were ewnleft behindin terms of the
greater processes of mestizaje that were taking place dsewhere.®® By thetwentiethcentury,
mestizaje started to slowly influence the region, but still, published accounts highlighted the
Costa ChicaOslackness, as refl ected in the titles of afew key works: The Study of the Black or
African Race in Oaxac@Mart'nez G., 1907)Brief Ethnographic Notes dhe Black Population
of the District of Jamiltepec, Oaxaca (Basauri, 1943); and The Costa Chica: Indians, Blacks, and

Mestizos(Cervantes-Delgado, 198%).
Oral historiestakenanmongsteldersin the Costa ChicaOgowns confirm these perceptions

by referencinga childhoodin which almostall of the peoplein theregionOtwnshipswere

37 Interestingly, in parts of the United States, where large communities of indigenous Mexicans maintain their
particular sub-national identity and continue to organize politically and maintain an important social cohesion based
largely on their identity, not as Hispanics, but as Mixtecs and Zapotecs (see the incredibly rich edited volume by Fox
and Rivera-Salgado (2004)).

38 Joan Bristol, QAfro-Mexican Cowboys and | dentity in New Spain's Frontiers,Opaper presented at the International
Cultura Encounter in Cuba: History, Culture, and Society in the African DiasporaHavanaCuba,2000.

39Ben Vinson 111, 0The Racial Profile of aRural Mexican Province in the @Costa Chica® Igualapain 1791,0The
Americas 57, no. 2 (2001): 269-282.

“0 Theodore G. Vincent, (T he Blacks Who Freed Mexico,OThe Journal of Negro History 79, no. 3 (1994): 257-276.
“1 Carlos Basauri, Brevesnotasetnogtficassobre la poblaci—megra del Distrito de Jamiltepec, Oaxaca (Mexico
City: Primer Congreso Demogrifico Interamericano, 1943), Roberto Cervantes-Delgado, Q.a Costa Chica: indios,
negros y mestizos,Oin Estratificaci—a Znica y relaciones inter Zinicas ed. M. Nolasco Armas, (Mexico City:
Instituto Nacional de Antropolog’ae Historia, 1984), 37-50, and ManuelMart'nezG., CEstudb dela razanegrao
africanaen Oaxaca,n Rese—a hist—ica del antiguo reino de Tutupec (1907).
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black. In Collantes responsesuchasthoseof Do—aMarcelinaColr, are commonplace when

issues of race and histoaye brought up in conversation:

OEveryone here has [alys] been black. [is] the foreigners who coaOclean.O But
here, all-black.O

Orhe fishermen who live over there in MinizoN they are dlblackpeople.O

OHere in Minittn we are abst all blacks with curly hair’®

In the Costa Chica, Afro-Mexicans who are described as Opure blackO are also caitetliste, a
local expressiorfor Onappy-headedore commonly, theseOveryblackCQpeoplearecalled
prietos (dark) or negro negroOasa way of emphasizingthe perceved purity of their blackness.

Locals do not only speak of individuals or families as being black, but they also classify
entiretownsin racializedlanguage.Most CostaChicatownsarecomnonly categorizedy
locals as eithgpueblosnegros(bladk township$, pueblosndios (Indiantownships)and
pueblos mestizasnestizo townships). These lines are clearly drawnin the mindsof people,
notwithstanding the nationalyth of Mexico being a restizo nationjn which racial distinctions
are meaningless.”®

It was not until 1966 that the Pacific Coast highway succeeded in bringing the Costa
Chica@ towns and villages into much closer communicatiorwith Acapulco,which wasthe
principal metropolitan center of the southern coast. A reliable all-season highway to Acapulco
meant increased access to Mexico City, and bynsxia,to therestof the country. The Costa
Chicawasno longerisolated,andnew, larger-scaleagriculturalandcommercial interests arrived
to exploit the region@ natural resourcesn waysthatwerepreviously impossible. The highway
ushered in the arrival of large numbers of outsiders and their families. In contrast with the old

entrenched landed €lite, these new families were far more inclined to raise their families

*2The original responsesin Spanish were: Todo de agqu’ ha sido puragente negra. Los frasteros son los que vienen
limpio. Pero aqu’, puro negro.OQLos lancheros que viv'an alf en Minizo Dpura gente negra. OO\ qu’ en Minitin
somos casi todos negros con pelo chino.O

“3 For more on the twentieth century ideological construction of Mexico as a mestizo nation, see: Agust'n Basave
Ben'tez, MZxico mestizo: antlisis del nacionalismoen torno a la mestizofilia de AndrZs Molina Enr’quez (Mexico
City: Fondo de Cultura Econ—mica, 1992), Florencia E. Mallon, GConstructing Mestizgje in Latin America:
Authenticity, Marginality, and Gender in the Claiming of Ethnic Identities,OJournal of Latin American
Anthropology 2, no.1 (1996): 170-181; Bobby Vaughn, GRace and Nation: A Study of Blacknessin Mexico,OPh.D.
dissertation, Stanford University, 2001.

“ Laurentino Luna, Q.areforma agraria en Cuajinicuilapa, Guerrero: micro-historia de una pobalci—r Guerrerense,O
(Licenciatura, UNAM 1975).
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alongside the localspter-marry with them, and integrate thenselvesinto rural communities,
albeit in a nore privileged class positiorThis post1960sand1970smigrationprecipitateda
profoundmestizajethathasonly intensifiedoverthe pastdecade.As the CostaChicaO#fro-
Mexican population experiences increased racial mixture and rarital exogany, the nembers of
their populationthatmigrateto North Carolinawill increasingly nald into the broader Hispanic

community.

From Negros to Coste—os to HispanosidAflexican Transformations in Winston-Salem

Whites,African-Americans,andMexicansin North Carolinatend to talk abouttherecent
Mexican immigration as a Hispanic issue. Costa Chicaimmigrants themselves have become
accustoradto usingtheword hispang aterm that is unfamiliar in the rural communities from
whichtheycome. By hispanostheymeanOhose of us whoane from Mexico and other
places; the Spanish-speaking people.O The use of hispano among Mexicans is striking in a place
like Winston-Salem where the overwhelming majority of immigrantsareMexicanandwhere
mexicano would seento be every bit as descripéivof their commnity as the broader hispano.
Non-immigrantNorth Caroliniansconcurwith this working definition of OHispanicatsees
speaking Spanish as the focal cultural featurethatdefinesa OHspanic community,O in addition
to aless-clear (but no less pervasive) notion of a Hispanic race.

One can expect non-immigrant North Car@alimsto be unfaniliar with the ethnic
distinctionsthatMexicansuseto differentiate amongst theselves (mreno, nestizo, indigenous,
etc.). But the use of terms like hispano amongst Coste—os, to the near exclusion of the ethnic
markers with which they were raised, is susgng. Our ethnographicesarchrevealshatthe
Coste—os living in Whston-Salenalearly hadn®forgotten such distinctions; they simply lost
relevance in their new American social context. Instead, the commonalities that all Mexican
immigrants share tend to loderger in a phce where oneOs stdtusociety is heavily
deternined by whetheronespeak<€nglish,andwhetheroneis legally residingin the state.

Orhere are almost no secure jobs for those hispanos who donOt speak English,0 we were
told by a youngMexicanman aswe chattedon his stoopin Winston-Salenf®> This wes part of a
conversation in which he explained how workswieard to comby, and how the mimum wage

payrateis barelyenoughto paytheutilities. His use of hispano seeah consistent ith its

> In Spanish, he said: GCasi no hay trabajos seguros para los hispanos que no hablamos el ingles.O
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pervasive usage in the Spsimspeakingnediaandamong Spanish-speakingpmmunity
workerswho interactregularlywith the immigrant community.“°

Same reflection on the day-to-day experient@nmigrant Coste—os provides a deeper
understanding of how they understahdir raceandstatus andhow they come to read the term
(hispano.O Hispanic identity is not asimple mimicry of a vocabulary to which Mésan
immigrants have been introduced; rather, it esgts both an internalization and a realignent
of ideas, based upon how they view theimoeonconnectiongo a Latin-Americanbased
population that is carving a social space in the United States. In Winston-Salem most Mexican
immigrants from the Costa Chicalive in four or five enclavesonprisinganumber of low-
income apartment complexes on the east side of town, particularly in Vdughtown and the
Lakeside community. Waughtown is a bustling, multi-ethnic neighborhood, buttressed by small
mom and pop stores along WaughtownandSpraguestreets.Lakeside, however, is almost
entirely Mexican having shifted from being poadnantly white in the 1950s, to being all-black
in thelate 1960sandearly 1970s*

While a substantiatoncentationof Mexicansin Winsibn-Salemhails from throughout
the CostaChica, peoplehavetendedo settlein apartnent complexes with others from their
specifictowns. An apartnentconplex, for instarce, may consist of clusters from just two or
three villages, while several blocks away, tr@dents nay originate from a different group of
towns. Such differentiation results frahestrong ties that people have to their extended
families and friends in Mexico. It isaso an atempt to create a certain comfort zones of
familiarity.

Coste—diesto theirlivesin Mexico arenot only maintained by living in proximity to
their compatriots, but also through the transnational exjence of continuallyarticipatingin the
socia and economic life of their hometowns. Much has been written about how the ittamces

of Mexicanimmigrantsserveasa vital andsustainingorce of the Mexicaneconony. The

“ During a 15-minute interview in Spanish between Bobby Vaughn and a Puerto Rican journalist from the Spanish-
language newspaper QuZ Pasa, the word hispano was used consistently. The Winston-Salem based journalist who
covers and advocates for the immigrant community did not talk about a Mexican community, but much like nearly
all others with whom we spoke, used the broader category of Hispanic. Interestingly, the only time we heard the
immigrants referred to as Mexican wasin the rare derisive tone from African-Americans, suchasOthos Mexicans
are taking over,Oand such. Curiously, Hispanic may be used by many non-Mexicans as a polite or even politically-
correctterm asoppose to Mexican,which they deem to be harsh or offensive.

47 Amy Frazier and Carey Hamilton, OVhere Home is No Haven; Sprawling Lakeside Apartment Complex, A
Portrait of Housing in Decline, OWinston-Salem Journal, August 18, 2002.
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practiceof Coste—oslo not preernt anexceptiorto the pattern. Theystruggleto sendwhatthey
can back hom often to the point of finding thesa ves confronting the lofty expectations that
their families have of them, and their rumored access to wealth and success in the United States.

Transnational links, return trips to Mexico, and residentia clustering leads to the
reproduction of somCoste—o culttal manifestations in Winston Salem. These replications
reinforcea surgingMexicanregionalidentity that is somtimes msinterpreted by non-Latino
North Carolinians as part of an essentialized a#aisOdentity. Celebrdionsof the Day of the
Virgin of Guadalupén WinstonSalem@ Lakeside Apartments as well as the occasional dance
partyin which well-knownbandsfrom the CostaChica perform as part of a United States tour,
conpriseelenentsof Coste—o expressive cultuf®. While traditional medicinal practices
maintain relevance for many Coste-os, access to cures and healers are limited. One resident of
Waughtown explained that she admonished areative of hersbackin Mexico notto join herin
the United States because: (he was sick; we think it had to do with the tono® andtheydonOt
know how to cure that here, so he rnetedetakencareof therewith the curandero before we
think about sending for him.O

One of the clearest cultural manifestations of Coste—o regional identity is found in the
arena of spits. Young ren flood three of Wihson-Salen® soccer fields on Sunday afternoons
andSpanish-languageewspapersovertheteans. Many ae naned for particular Costa Chica
towns with which the players associate: teams such as San Nicolfs, Montesillos, Costa Chica,
Cuajinicuilapa, and El PitayhdA smallcornerstorein Waughtown is called OLa Costa ChicaO
and its owner imports sone goods diectly fromthe region, including brands that are familiar to
his customers.

Overall, however, our brief stint @thnographic researah Winston-Salem
denonstrates that Coste—o cultural expressamesubordinatedo the day-to-daydifficulties
these nigrants share with other poor Latin Arican migrants. In Winston-Salem, most
Mexican men and wonen work in low-skilled Ight industrial plants often involving cigarette
packaging.Hourly wageshovernear$6.25. Suchlow wages often leave the migrants little

“8bid.

9 The tono (also called the nagual or simply as el animal can be understood as an animal
spirit alter-ego that each individual is assigned at birth. Thiswild animal is akindred
spirit and roams the surrounding wilderness. Should harm befall this animal, its human
counterpart will likewise fall ill (Aguirre Beltrin 1989).
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choice but to live in poorly maintained apartment buildings,sone of which havebeenthe subject
of public indignatiort®

Most Afro-Mexican nigrants, after having paid se@®$2000 to aoyote (guide)to lead
themthroughan oftendeadlyborder crossingaresuddenlyfacedwith navigatinglife in the
United Stateswithoutlegaldocunerts. Indeed, North CarolinaOs distance fiteerever rore
militarized U.S.-Mexico border was one of the motivating factors that shifted the previous Costa
Chica mgrant flows from California to the Sowthst. Nevertheless, state-wide legislation has
made it impossible for undocumented migrants (excluding Gnadians)}o obtainor renew
driverOs licenséS. Undocunentedmigrantsexpressainuncertaintyasto their rightsandare
oftentakenadvantagef by unscrupulousandlads and employers. Indeed, some are even
reluctant to report crime to the properauthoritiesfor fearof having their immigration status
called into question.®

Undocumented Afro-Mexicans who havelived in Californiaprior to arrivingin North
Carolinareported that their blackness was of particularvalueout West, whereoneis more

preoccupied with evading authorities:

O[In California] we could walk around l&é more corfortably [than other Mexicans]
because the migrawould think thatwe areAfro-Americans and not look twice at us.O
OSincave donOlook like other MexicanspeoplearenGgoingto know thatwe are
Mexicans until we open our mouths.O

The idea that Afro-Mexicans can bettielend into the population than theiestizo
counterparts is found in New York City, whekéro-Mexicans are oftemistaken for Puerto
Rican, Donimnican, or other Afro-Caribbean ethniesi Evenin the CostaChicaitself, Coste—o0s
attach a transnational value to their blacknéssnterviewsandinformal conversations with
Bobby Vaughn, Coste—os would sometspropose (ptally in jest)thathe couldhelpthem
with their entry into the United States by superimposing his Mrth American blackness onto their

*0 Carey Hamilton, QCity Checking Out Lakeside; Apartment Complex is Home to Many Hispanics, Poor
Conditions,OWinston-Salem Journal, September 25, 2002.

*1 Andrea Bazan-Mason, GDn licenses, a shift into reverse:North Carolina's rule change will hurt hard-working
immigrants,OThe Raleigh News and Observer, January 7, 2004

%2 A newspaper article (Guenzel 2004) explores how even when police do become involved, language barriers often
prevent Winston-Salem police from adequately investigating crimes and responding appropriately in the Mexican
community.
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own: OSurely, if you and | wetatthe borderin your truck, they would believel wasyour
relative,becauseve arebothblack,andtheyOgust let usthrough.O

In North Carolina, however, this sense tthegt darker-skinned Coste—os enjoy an
advantage in QpassingOas African-American or Puerto-Rican seems muted because of the fact
that people are far less fearful of the GnigraOthan they are in California. In Winston-Salem there
is no palpable presence of the INS or BordeérdPandinformantsexplainthatimmigration
raids are unheard of and, at least for now, fear of depdationis notasabiding afear asitisfor

those Coste—os living in California.

Being Black Together: Afro-Mexicanand Afro-MexicanRelations

The significant differences in every-difie experiencesbetweenAfro-Mexicansard
African-Americans, buttressed lyeir cultural and historical differences, have thus far
preventeda sociallyviable solidaity. Future research must examine in greater depth the extent to
which black Americans in Winston-Salem are aware of the blackness of a great segtof their
Mexican neighbors. Additionally, more needs to be learned about CostesO view of African-
Americans. The following are tentative findings that canserveasa basisfor furtherreflection
and research.

African-Americans interviewed in Winston48en expressed a range of views regarding

the new imngration, consistent with &wviews of African-Americansin Durham:

OTheyOtakingover.(DAfri can-American rde, teenager.

OAlot of themspeakEnglishbut actlike they canOt.DAfrican-Americanmale, 30s.

Q can® blame them for doing what they have to do for their families.OPAfrican-
American male, 20s.

OThey play their osic too loud all nightong.O D African-Aenican female, 40s
OldonOteally know anywell, buttheydonObother ne.O B African-Americanaie, 20s.

While evidence exists of friction between African-Americans and Latinos in North
Carolina,this hasbeenlesspronouncedn WinstonSalem Settlenent patterns here have tended
to segregate the Latino community. While further work is needed to camh these tentative
observationsit appearshatasMexicansbeganarriving to Waughtown and other parts of East
Winston-Salem, African-Americans moved north and westto existingblack communities.As

opposed to other Northaflina cities, fewer Mexicans owved to the rare synbolically
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significant downtown areas, but settled imghtown and revitalized the area with new
economic activity.>

In Waughtown, the strip mall known as King@® Plaza once housed a number of African-
American-owned businesses. One of the fdtidea black beauty supply store. A young
African-American erployee confirned that a kind of OblacKlightOis takingshapédn
Waughtown:

Seems like [the] more they move into the area, the more we [blacks] move
somewhere else. | donOt really know whgmove away(laughs). | guessve
just want to go where there are more black people. 10ve noticélst in the last
year, as more Hispanics moved into the area, fewer black people come into the
store, and they [the Hispanics] donOteally buy what we sell here. And | tell you
onething, wheneveia storegoesout of businessaroundheretheybuy it andopen
up a store for theselves. To be honest, 104 surprised if we lastone than a
year here. We have to go where we can geerblack custoers.

This conversatiorexemplifiesa kind of ambivalence expressed many blacks in Winston-Salem.
Thereis arecognitionthatWaughtownis becomingncreasingly Hispanic, buherehasnotbeen
the kind of concern or, uth less, panic that omeight expect. A kind of resignatiorseens to
havesetin andblacksappeaito haveno shortage of attractive predamantly black
neighborhood$o whichto relocat as alternatives to aMghtown.

The tendency for African-Asricans to noveto otherneighborhoodss notlostonthe
newly-arriving Coste—o0s. In the Lakesilpartments, Ricardo, a young man from San Nicolfs

was explicit in this regard:

Yeah,whenwe movedhere?2 yearsagoour nextdoor neighborswereblack, and

a few housesacrossthe streetwere African-American. | don® know why they

left, we gotalongpretty well, | thought.

As for where the African-Americans might have gone: Olhavenoidea(laughs)! | guess
they went wherever there af@a lot of us; | donOknow.O

Noneof the African-Americansvith whomwe spoke were aware that perhaps a majority
of the Mexicans in Whston-Salenare of Africandescent. Typical of soe of the responses is:
Olneverreally thoughtaboutit, but yeah, somof themareprettydark. | hadnoidea.O

%3 Mike Davis, Magical Urbanism: Latinos Reinvent the US City (London: Verso, 2000)
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Onemight speculatehatif therewerepoorrelations between African-Aenicans and
Mexicans in Winston-Salem, then appeals to the shared black heritage of both comunities
might serve to successfullyeatea kind of common-ground.Themodel of Southern California
immediately cones to mind, where African-Americecommunity activists have been exploring
shared racial links touild a spirit ofinter-ethnic fraternity with Mexicari. Indeed, in
Winston-Salensuch an idea was offsd by Marta, an Afro-Mexican weoen from
Cugjinicuilapa. Martaiswell aware of the emergingMZxicoNegroorganization in the Costa
ChicaNla grass-roots movement that has, since 1997, attenptedto engagen socialactionatthe
local level throughanexplicit discoursewith Afro-Mexicanethnic identity (seeVaughn(2001)
for moreon Mexico Negro). Martabenpansa lack of identification anong Afro-Mexicans and

African-Americans:

In Mexico, we try to come together as black people and here nobody even realizes
that we come from the same roots. | think that if the African-Americans knew
about our comnon history we would get along better. In Mexico we are just
startingto learn aboutour history, but here the African-Americans know their
history; thatOs their advantage.

In Mexico, Afro-Mexicans who share Marta@ view of the importance of positive black-
identification are still aminority, as most Coste-os preferto downplaytheir blacknesdecausef
its heavy historical stigas. Those Afro-Mexians, like Marta,who havebuckedthetrendand
havesoughtto re-appropriatdlackness are ane often educated and peskionalbthey are
sonmewhatlesslikely to migrateto the United States This helps to further account for a lack of
overtoverturego blackidentity among Coste—os in North Carolina.

If agreatersenseof the African Diasporaand inter-ethnic solidarity isto arise between
Coste—os and African-Aenicans, we rnight lookto the younger generatiofsr possibilities.
The Coste-o youth is learning English and teractingwith African-Americans, whites, and
others in the public school system. It is this close interaction that may draw all communities into

deeper conversation. Seventgear-old Cipriano, a Coste-o from Punta Madonado, arrived to

** Ron Wilkins, Black and Brown Liberation,OLos AngelesTimes Sunday, May 1, 1994, Ron Wilkins, Crhird
Root History and Photography, Tools for Building the Mexicano-Africano Alliance in Los Angeles,OStatement by
Ron Wilkins Deputy Chairman of the Patrice Lumumba Coalition at the Quinto Encuentro de Afromexicanistas,
Universidad Michoacana de San Nicolts de Hidalgo, Morelia, Michoacin, Mexico, 25-27 October, 1995, (Los
Angeles: Patrice Lumumba Coalition).
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Winston-Salem two years ago. The tattooed young man who admittedly struggles with English
wasimmediately drawnto African-Americansandmade friends quickly, somof them in the

apartment complex where he lived:

A lot of people[Mexicans]are scaredof blacksandare sugiciousof thembut |
neverwas. | alwaysliked their music, you know, like Eminemand50 Cent.[E]
Sometimes people see that | like hanging out with them and they ask me if | know
them if theyarefriendsof mine,andif 1&n not getting into trouble (laughs)! [E]
Of course,l hangout with peoplefrom my town [PuntaMaldonado]mostof the
time, but would like to have more African-American friends because | seem to
click with them.

Cipriano was initially drawn to the hip hop ybutulture while in Mexico, where he was
exposed to images from American television and movies. Often, the content of theowes and
shows were thead around inner city life and sategangsbhighlighting violence, fashions and
hip hopmusic. During the courseof conductingour research, it appeared thaany Mexican
immigrant youth in Vihston Salenwore the loos-fitting clothing anchame brands commnly
associated ith the hip hop gemation. But clearly, associatimmpeself with the fashions and
music of black America and actually socially interacting with black people are two different
enterprises.Ciprianoseenedto be oneof the few Coste-0os we met who has made concrete
effortsto engagewith blackpeople.

It must be said that while the imagined culture of African-Americans,asexpressedh
hip-hop culture, nght attract Mexgan immgrants such as Cipna, it islikely to deter other
youngCoste—osvho arelessinclined toward counter-cultural experiences, and whose world
view isless cosmopolitan and more firmly rooted in the local agrarian traditions of their
homeland. Further research must look to the varied experiences of Ad-Mexican youth in
schools. Issues of racial identification are lijki» impactAfr o-Mexican youth in ways that
differ from the impact felt by their parents. Such impacts are likely to correlate to whether they
were born in United States, what age theygeated to the United States, and their English
proficiency. Deeperesearchn North Carolina might further illuminate the concerns and
experiences of ateenage girl from Cugjinicuilapa who washaslived in Chicagosinceagefour.

In an e-nail, she wrote (in English):
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| also want to learn more in detail about my background. My mother has told me
very little but | want to find my real identity. All these years Qe been mistaken
for Cubanandneverviewedasa Mexican. When | startspeakingSpanishpeople
aresurprised speakit very fluently. My sisterandl feel sonetimesout of place
everywhere we go because barely nobody has the same cultural background. We
feel very awkwardin a group of all Mexicans,like in parties or Mexican stores.
They look at us with ignorance, or | donOt know how to explain it.

Ethnographiaesearchn North Carolinaandothercentersof Afro-Mexican nigration can begin
to allow this younglady knownto us as GoydecugjiO(l am from Cugji)> to better understand
herheritageandmake senseof it in the coniext of a Mexican immigrant experience in which
issues of Mexican blackness are usulgftout ofthe prevailing discourses.

In sumnary, prelininary field research suggs that in Winston-Salem the Afro-Mexican
heritageof newimmigrantsplayslessarolein their every-day lives, as contrasted with both
contenporary Coste—o0 experiences in the @&hicaandwith historical Afro-Mexican
experiencesMexicanOnegroandmorenos®ecame Hispanic in North Carolina, where they
find thatthe African-Americanexperiencenonopolizs discussions of blkess. Indeed, it is
quite possible that in the context of the New South, alternaterfos of blacknessNi n particular,
Diasporicblacknesshatoriginaes fromoutside the United StatesNay be largely silenced
undertheweight of the legacycreatedby the history of blacks in theegion. But for Afro-
Mexicans living in North Carolina, there is still more to the story. Patterns of increased
mestizaje in Mexico have lessened the likelihood that Coste—s will tend to identify therselves
basedon physicalmarkers,andit hasmadeit more difficult for African-Americansto even
recognize Mexican blackness. Perhapsarmportant, however, are traegnificantly dissimilar
life and class experiences tlfiferentiate between the newarrived, non-English speaking,
andoftenundocunentedMexicanpopulation,asoppo®d to the black sons and daughters of the
American South. It remains to be seen hoattyo communities might come together in the
future. While solidarity betweerblacksandLatinos often arises froshaed social and
econonic interestsjn the caseof Winston-Salen, perhaps the unique history of the Coste—os
will serve as points of reflection for both communities who represent an ever-complex African

Diaspora.

5 In using this e-mail name, note the search for regional identification and affiliation in her transnational life. As
with others, her transnationality may heighten a sense for regional belonging, or at least afuller understanding of the
multiple (and intersecting) regional/racial/ethnic dimensions of her existence.
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