Natural
Resources at
Catoctin Furnace

1 he natural resources surrounding Catoctin Furnace
provided the perfect location for the production of iron-
making that made this area a successful industrial village.

Catoctin Furnace has a rich history of operation from 1776 to 1903.
For 125 years the site was a thriving iron-making communaty.
Brothers James and Thomas Johnson had a large hand 1n the
creation of Catoctin. They saw promise 1n successtul ironmaking
production in Frederick County. Catoctin had a rich availability of
natural resources found 1n and around the area. These natural
resources led to 1ts success as an iron-making community. In
addition to pig iron, the furnace produced a variety of tools and
household 1items. It 1s important to note that due to the demanding
process of making iron, the village would have looked very different
than 1t does today. Stll, much of the key natural resources that made
Catoctin successful remain today.

The main goal of this exhibit 1s to provide important background mformation
about Catoctin’s landscape. It answers the question: “why Catoctin?” After visiing
our exhibit, the visitor should have a better understanding of the resources found 1n
Catoctin throughout the historic period and what they look and feel like. These
resources were key in making the production of iron possible. Another goal of our
exhibit 1s to serve as an mtroduction to the other exhibits by giving a general sense of
size and location to help place the rest of the exhibits in context within the Museum

of the Ironworker.
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