
  

 
 

   
   

 
 

 
 

  
 

    
       

        
 

           
          
       

       
 

 
 
 

“Fair Maiden, Fair Maiden”: 
Skin Color Terminology in Roman Literature and 

Latin Inscriptions 

Lecture by Professor Shelley P. Haley 
Edward North Chair of Classics Emerita 

Hamilton College 

Tuesday, 28 November, 2023 
4:40-6 pm in Gilman 108

as part of the Johns Hopkins Classics Department’s 
research seminar series on race and diversity in antiquity 

all are welcome to this public lecture, with reception to follow 

There is evidence in the Roman literature of the Augustan age and later that the 
Romans were acute observers of difference: gender, class, and even skin-color 

difference. In this lecture, Dr. Haley examines how each of these differences carry 
varying value and that their intersection and simultaneity carry yet another value. 




