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Director’s Note 
Greetings from the Portuguese Program!1 

The academic year of Fall 2021 and Spring 2022 was marked by our campus returning to normalcy.
Despite some bumps, our students’ and faculty’s positive attitude and high energy helped us navigate through
the year and end on a high note…as you will see on this newsletter; it is brimming with reflection on events,
interviews, student achievements, and plans for the academic year to come. 

In Fall 2021, we had a seminar where Afro-Brazilian Graffiti artist Eder Muniz discussed his book and how
he uses his art to inspire and empower street kids worldwide. We hosted Dr. Jeremy M. Campbell to elaborate on
the Indigenous struggles for life and land in the Brazilian Amazon. We also hosted Brazilian scientists, Dr. Joilda
Nery and Dr. Cleber Cremonese, exploring the Brazilian Unified Health System and its challenges after 30 years
of its implementation, and political scientist, Dr. Jose Rodriguez Aquino, who gave a seminar on politics in the 
times of Bolsonaro. In addition, we had two Convidados from the State University of Rio de Janeiro (UERJ) sharing 
with our students their experience at college – tudo em português. We also held social and cultural events: movie 
nights screening two films and attending a Blue Jays soccer match. In Spring 2022, we enjoyed a lecture by Brazilian
historian Dr. Luciana Murari about nature and culture in Brazilian history. We also introduced a Portuguese
program alumnus, Alex Sadler, talking about his work experience and how the Portuguese language helped his
career. We held social and cultural events: our traditional movie nights and a magnificent field trip to the Oliveira
Lima library at the CUA, in Washington, D.C. 

In this newsletter, you will read about these exciting events, about the revamping of the JHU BRASA, a
Brazilianist at JHU Life Design Lab, an interview with Dr. Miguel Nicolelis, a renowned neuroscientist talking
about his experience with COVID-19 in Brazil, science & technology, and you will read about a 2022 graduate,
former Portuguese program student, who made it to medical school. He comments on the courses he took and tips
for prospective students. 

In the year of 2022, we commemorate the 100th anniversary of the Brazilian Modern Art week. This year 
also marks the Bicentennial of Brazilian Independence, on September 7th, and most importantly on October 2nd 

there will be General Election in Brazil. Besides, our university is relaunching the Program in Latin American,
Caribbean, and Latinx Studies and the Portuguese Program study abroad is back for the Intersession 2023. We are 
pleased to continue to offer peer tutoring in collaboration with the Learning Den. Julia Queiroz will be our tutor
for the next academic year. We will start offering the PILOT program for Portuguese, thanks to the efforts of our
dedicated student Nicholas Probst. We know how valuable these resources are for our students and for their 
academic development! 

This upcoming Fall 2022, the Portuguese program is offering even more diverse courses, social and
academic events to reflect and celebrate the diversity of the Portuguese language and the Lusophone cultures
(plural) that we teach. Please stay tuned for the fall! The Portuguese Program invites you to be part of the most
vibrant language program on our campus. Every semester, you can participate by volunteering to be a Movie Night
Host, Newsletter Guest Editor, Language Tutor, Marketing Assistant (who designs flyers) or by becoming a
semester student worker. Take part in promoting and shaping our unique Portuguese Program. If you have any 
questions, comments, or would like to engage, contact us at flavia_azeredo@jhu.edu. My thank you goes to our
wonderful Portuguese tutor, Thifany Braga, who graduated in May. We wish you the best of luck in your future
endeavors. Thank you also to our phenomenal guest editors Stephanie Ruiz-Torres and Maria Camila Garcia, and
all the contributors who dedicate their time to share their passion and experience. Obrigada! 

Flávia Azeredo-Cerqueira
Associate Teaching Professor
Portuguese Language Program Director 

1 The Portuguese Program Newsletter is an accessible document. 

2 

mailto:flavia_azeredo@jhu.edu


     

 

  

 

 
     

  
      

    
            

         
          

                
          

          
   

 	
	

 
      

 
              

           
               

  
    

            
        

      
      

   
       

        
         

        
    

   	 
	 

    
    

        
          

 	

PORTUGUESE PROGRAM NEWSLETTER VOLUME 6, SPRING 2022 

Discovering the Oliveira Lima Library
By Maria Camila Garcia (’23) 

This semester, students from the Portuguese program had the opportunity to visit the Oliveira 
Lima Library located on the campus of the Catholic University of America in Washington D.C. Founded 
in the early 1900s by Manuel Oliveira Lima, a Brazilian writer and diplomat who later served as a law
professor at CUA, the library plays a very important role in the studies of Lusophone countries at the 
university. Containing over 50,000 books, hundreds of manuscripts, dozens of paintings, and various
items collected by Oliveira Lima throughout his travels as a diplomat, the library holds a lot of
information regarding the history of Brazil and Portugal. Despite being closed because of the COVID-
19 pandemic, multiple books, pamphlets, and pictures are available online at the Catholic University of 
America’s library webpage: 

https://libraries.catholic.edu/special-collections/oliveira-lima-library/index.html 

Some of the books in the library 

All things considered, visiting the Oliveira Lima Library was a great learning experience. First,
the Portuguese students traveled in vans provided by the Brazilian Embassy from the Johns Hopkins 
University campus in Baltimore, MD to Washington DC. Along the way, the students were able to
engage in interesting conversations with Brazilian diplomats as well as their peers. After arriving to the 
campus of the Catholic University of America, the students were greeted by Brazilian faculty members 
of this University and by the vice-provost Dr. Duilia F. de Mello, who gave a presentation regarding the
importance and role of the Oliveira Lima Library. At the same time, the students were able to meet other 
Portuguese undergrads from Georgetown University, who also attended the event to learn about this
very important environment of history and culture. Divided into smaller groups, the students were then
able to enter the library located on the underground floor. Surely, being inside the private, Oliveira Lima 
Library felt like traveling back in time. The combination of books with broken covers, unique pieces of
furniture from the 20th century, maps of Brazil developed by the Jesuits in the 1800s, and multiple 
paintings of beautiful Brazilian landscapes makes it clear that the place has been wonderfully preserved 
by curators and members of the CUA since its founding in 1920. Finally, the students were able to ask 
questions about the literature and objects located inside the Library and return upstairs to conclude the 
visit with another talk from the Catholic University of America’s faculty. 

Personally, I believe the visit to the Oliveira Lima Library allowed me to further improve my 
speaking skills in Portuguese by interacting with other students outside of the classroom. Additionally,
it made me feel much more connected to Lusophone culture and history and gave me the opportunity 
to discuss topics I have learned in class in a different and refreshing context with members of the
Brazilian and Portuguese communities. 
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BRASA: Shifting as an Organization
By Stephanie Ruiz-Torres (’23)
Interviewee(s): Thifany Braga (’22) & Victor Aldridge (’24) 

After almost two years of virtual learning, many student organizations felt the lack of 
community on campus due to restrictions on gatherings and events. Some organizations felt these 
limitations even more, especially when community and creating a “home away from home” is part of 
their mission. One of these organizations is Brazilian Student Association (BRASA)’s chapter at Johns 
Hopkins University. Thifany Braga, the BRASA president for the 2021-2022 academic year, and Victor 
Aldridge, the corresponding vice-president, shared their opinions on the Fall 2021 semester, how the 
pandemic affected their organization, and some of their favorite ways of celebrating Brazilian culture.
Thifany Braga is a senior double majoring in International Studies and Spanish with a minor in Latin 
American Studies. She has been living in Maryland for the past 6 years and is originally from Rio de 
Janeiro. Thifany’s favorite BRASA memory was going to the Brazilian Gourmet market in Hampden.
During that gathering, the group had lunch, eating a plethora of Brazilian food and snacks whilst
speaking Portuguese. She mentions that this moment was extremely wholesome, especially as Fall 2021
was her first semester in person at Hopkins because she is a transfer student. Her favorite way to
celebrate Brazilian culture is by eating food such as “feijoada”, listening to music (especially her Girl
from Rio playlist), and watching soccer games during the World Cup. 

JHU BRASA Students in an event 

Victor Aldridge shares similar thoughts on his experiences within BRASA. He is a sophomore
double majoring in International Studies and Sociology. He was born in the United States, but his 
mother is from Bahía, a state located in the Northeast region of Brazil. Victor cherishes the BRASA
community, as they allow him to feel at home. He touched on the impact of the Portuguese language, a 
unique characteristic of Brazilian culture because it connects them in a very special way. Victor’s favorite 
way of celebrating Brazilian culture is through food, particularly the unique cuisine of the Northeast
region, such as “acarajé”, a Brazilian fritter made from beans. 

JHU BRASA Students in one of their socials 
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Both Thifany and Victor agree that the COVID-19 pandemic presented many challenges for
their organizations. Many Brazilians are very social and personable, thus not being able to meet in
person was hard and it affected members, making many of them inactive because online events weren’t
that engaging. During Fall 2021, BRASA held events with other Latinx organizations such as OLÉ. They 
also transitioned by organizing impromptu activities, such as going out to lunch during the week.
Thifany mentions that this semester especially, they were successful in making members more active
again, especially those that were more disconnected in the previous year. 

For Fall 2022, BRASA has the goal of hosting various socials. Earlier on, while the weather is
warm, they plan to have a volleyball match or a soccer game. Later in the semester, they plan to have
watch parties for the Brazil games in the World Cup, rooting for the “canarinho” (Rumo ao Hexa!). Their 
goal for the Fall 2022 semester, and beyond, is to increase the number of members and to continue to 
augment people who are active and engage with the club. They also want to host events and strengthen 
connections with other multicultural organizations at Hopkins, such as OLÉ. Moreover, BRASA wants 
to set a name for themselves at Hopkins, so more people learn about the organization. Thifany and
Victor emphasized that BRASA is an extremely accepting and welcoming organization, and it is for all
Brazilians, or even people who are interested in learning more about the culture or practicing the
language including Portuguese Program Students. Finally, BRASA wants to enable connections 
between members at Hopkins and members of other BRASA chapters such as those in George 
Washington University or American University. 

JHU BRASA Students in two of their gatherings 

Students can reach out to BRASA through Instagram, Facebook, or email. Students are also 
encouraged to contact Victor and Thifany!

BRASA Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/jhubrasa/ 
BRASA Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jhuBRASA

BRASA Email: brasa.jhu@gmail.com
BRASA National Organization Website: https://www.home.gobrasa.org/ 
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The Life Design Lab Welcomes Dr. Lauren Reynolds
By Stephanie Ruiz-Torres (’23)
Interviewee(s): Dr. Lauren Reynolds 

Dr. Lauren Reynolds is currently a Life Design Education for the Social Sciences at Johns
Hopkins University’s Life Design Lab (LDL). She earned her Ph.D. in Spanish from Johns Hopkins 
University in 2017. She has two master’s degrees, one in International Affairs and another in 
Comparative Literature. She enjoys traveling, and some of her favorite places have been Brazil, Mexico,
and Peru. She is bringing a vast amount of knowledge, kindness, and creativity to the Hopkins 
community. The Life Design Lab’s mission involves cultivating a mindset of motivating skills to allow
students to pursue lifelong professional development. Dr. Reynolds believes that language learning and
the appreciation of other cultures is a fundamental element in the development and education of 
students. She mentions that languages allow us to “understand who we are and how our brain works”. 
Dr. Reynolds emphasizes that learning cultures and languages are both extremely important tools that
will help individuals navigate through their unique, beautiful journeys. 

Many studies and programs have demonstrated the importance of learning other languages.
The Life Design Lab and the Languages programs at Hopkins are most definitely preparing students to 
become global citizens in diverse ways. Dr. Reynolds stated that Life Design is about “reverse 
engineering” where you want to be – we start getting educated and taking specific personal steps, and
then we meet where we are with empathy to allow for growth. Very importantly, as mentioned by Dr. 
Reynolds, “when it comes to global careers, we need creativity, resilience, and flexibility…and Life 
Design gives us a place to build and nourish all of these skills.” 

Dr. Lauren Reynolds 

Dr. Reynolds also touched on the advantages of those who speak more than one language for
the job market. Many international jobs will require applicants to be bilingual or trilingual. She states 
that the ability to speak a language, navigate cultures, and deal with complex human interactions will
open so many doors for those in the job market, it makes you competitive. She mentions additionally 
that once you are in that job, you will be able to give people more care, attention, or consideration because 
you have the skills to do so. Moreover, Dr. Reynolds also commented that it is important to encourage 
students to enroll in language courses, whether that be for fun or because one wants to learn something 
new. The Hopkins community has demonstrated a love for language but sharing/promoting all the 
opportunities regarding languages is imperative, as it will allow students to have a more global
education, and shape students who can communicate with the world. 
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In the future, the Life Design Lab will continue to offer resumé workshops, networking
opportunities, interviewing seminars, and other trainings that foster personal inventory skills such as
resiliency and wholeheartedness. Dr. Reynolds emphasizes that these abilities will help individuals 
when their future path is not as straightforward. Finally, Dr. Reynolds highlighted that the Life Design
Lab is a lifelong resource for students, as even when they become alumni, they can return to Hopkins to 
engage in meaningful conversations if ever needed. She finished off with her favorite Portuguese word
– “jeitinho” – which has no direct translation to English. “Jeitinho” is about hustling, collaborating, and
individuality, but always in the context of other people and other institutions. She encourages everyone 
to navigate their journeys with that hustle, with that “jeitinho”, in mind. 

Students can learn more about the Life Design Lab through their website and are also welcomed to 
reach out to Dr. Lauren Reynolds through email to connect. 

Life Design Lab Website: https://studentaffairs.jhu.edu/life-design
Dr. Lauren Reynolds Email: lgjreyn@jhu.edu 
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Course Highlight: Intermediate Portuguese II
Written in Portuguese
By Erick Reyes (’23) 

Minha experiência fazendo Intermediate Portuguese II no semestre de Fall 2021 foi muito 
agradável; eu aproveitei muito meu tempo nas aulas. A professora Flavia na verdade fez o aprender
divertido e agradável. 

Tivemos um projeto chamado Para Navegar a cada duas semanas. O projeto era basicamente uma série
de pesquisas culturais, em dupla, sobre diferentes países lusófonos ao redor do mundo. Os países para 
este projeto foram Moçambique, Guiné-Bissau, São Tome e Príncipe, Timor Leste, Macau, e outros
países lusófonos na África como Cabo Verde e Angola e suas interações com os Estados Unidos. 

Também tivemos debates preparados em dupla. Cada par escolhia um evento atual no Brasil ou 
outro país e preparava um esboço para discutir ideias principais e compartilhar opiniões, tudo em
português. Foi um bom jeito de praticar a fala em um ambiente mais casual, além de conhecer melhor 
meus colegas. Outro projeto que tivemos durante o semestre foi uma apresentação musical sobre um 
artista de um país lusófono e uma de suas músicas. Além disso, tivemos que preparar uma atividade com
a letra ou temas encontrados na música. Este foi um outro jeito de imersão na cultura lusófona. Lemos 
um livro chamado O Alquimista de Paulo Coelho que é sobre um pastor jovem que busca um tesouro. Ao 
longo do semestre, tivemos até convidados do Brasil que compartilharam suas experiências conosco
pelo Zoom: o grafiteiro Eder Muniz, Paula Sophia, uma estudante de Artes Visuais e Ticiane Sousa, uma 
estudante de Letras. As duas estudantes são alunas da Universidade do Estado do Rio de Janeiro. 

Tivemos também eventos realizados fora das aulas. O Departamento de Línguas e Literaturas 
Modernas nos convidou para assistir um jogo do JHU Men’s Soccer contra o Goucher para torcer para
eles em português, e nosso time ganhou! Assistimos a um programa brasileiro chamado Coisa mais
Linda e a um filme chamado M-8: Quando a morte socorre a vida, e discutimos no Movie Nights event
sobre eles. No geral, eu me diverti muito nas aulas aprendendo a ler, a escrever, e falar em português.
Recomendo a todos que estão interessados em aprender este idioma que façam cursos de português aqui
na Hopkins. 
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COVID-19, Science, and Technology – an interview with 
Dr. Miguel Nicolelis
By Stephanie Ruiz-Torres (’23)
Interviewee(s): Dr. Miguel Nicolelis 

Miguel Nicolelis, M.D., Ph.D., is a Brazilian neuroscientist, physician, and writer from São Paulo, 
Brazil. He is best known for his work surrounding brain-machine interface technology. He is celebrating
40 years in his field of work and is extremely grateful for his journey. Dr. Nicolelis was a professor and 
scientist at Duke University for 27 years, co-director of the Center for Neuroengineering for 20 of those 
years, lecturer and researcher at Duke University Medical Center, and a Duke University Emeritus 
Professor. Additionally, he is now in São Paulo continuing with the creation of his own institute. 

In your career, you have worked arduously to emphasize the importance of science and technology. Recognizing 
the relevance of these fields has become even more relevant during the pandemic. How was your experience 
participating in the control of the coronavirus in Brazil? What were the biggest challenges you faced? What do 
you think of the response of Brazil and the Brazilian government in relation to the coronavirus? What could 
have been done differently to save lives? 

When COVID-19 cases started to go on the rise during November, his involvement with the
pandemic began. He was in Beijing at the time and then traveled to the USA once cases rose immensely.
A few moments later, Dr. Nicolelis was arriving in Munich, Germany, when the city had just announced
its first detection of a coronavirus case. He mentions that after that moment, he went to São Paolo to
reunite with his family, and before he knew it, the airports had closed. He was trapped and his work 
began. Dr. Nicolelis describes his experience controlling COVID-19 as that of “being in a war zone”. 

He was assigned as a coordinator of a scientific committee that was put together to fight the virus 
in the northeast region of Brazil. This plan was named “Projeto Mandacaru” (Mandacaru Project), after 
a Brazilian cactus primarily located in the northeast region. This cactus is “the greatest survivor, and 
always survives”, according to Dr. Nicolelis. The group wanted the project to be inspiring, and to
emanate a sense of resilience. The group also knew they could not count on the federal government for 
help, so they were able to recruit more than 2,000 volunteers to assist with their efforts. Dr. Nicolelis 
describes that they were tracing cases on a very large scale and assisting where outbreaks occurred. He 
says they “galvanized the region” and that this was a “very moving effort”. However, even though the 
group did such good, their models also predicted the rise in cases, and Dr. Nicolelis emphasized how
sad this was. He mentions that these deaths were preventable and that too many people have been lost. 

Dr. Nicolelis believes that if the federal government had taken more control, distributed masks
to those who could not afford them, and recognized the importance of spreading educational 
information through mass communications, the situation in Brazil would have been very different. Now, 
cases have increased worldwide with the Omicron variant…and this is not the end. Dr. Nicolelis 
underlined that nobody can predict this virus’ behavior because it’s mutating at very high levels. Most
importantly, Dr. Nicolelis mentioned the importance of resilience and not creating false expectations.
He said that the pandemic must be treated with the mentality of running a marathon, rather than a 100-
meter dash. 

Thinking about your trajectory, now you are a doctor and a world-renowned neuroscientist. What advice 
would you give to college students who want to follow in your footsteps? 

To students who have the dream of becoming scientists or doctors like Dr. Nicolelis, he made a
point of following their passion and finding mentors that will believe in them, guide them, and 
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motivate them along the journey. But most importantly, that “nobody has the solution for your path”,
is completely up to you. 

In your TedTalk you talked about Brazil and how you believe the country values science and technology. You
also talked about the creation of “Bra-Santos Dumont 1”, which allowed Bruno and other paraplegics to move
their bodies simply with their thoughts. That's why, in 2014, the opening kick of the World Cup was given by
Juliano Pinto, and you were able to show the world that your scientific vision was possible. How would you 
describe that moment and what did it mean to you? 

One of the highlights of Dr. Nicolelis’ 40-year-career was being able to take part in the 
development of “Bra-Santos-Dumont-1” a machine that allows humans to control their movements 
simply with their thoughts. This machine was used in the 2014 world cup, where Juliano Pinto, a young 
man who is paraplegic, performed the opening kick. Dr. Nicolelis emphasized that this was such a
special moment for him, and that seeing this was so surreal, “like something you would see in a movie”. 
Many people doubted that this interface was even possible, but Dr. Nicolelis and his colleagues
demonstrated that their scientific vision was possible and that all their hard work was worthwhile. 

In one of your last publications on the “processing of sensory tactile information” it was found that “active
tactile discrimination by rats is characterized by much more dynamic complex interactions than anticipated”.
Other than these projects, what are you working on currently in your laboratory? 

Currently, Dr. Nicolelis is also in the process of creating his own institute, and his most current
research has demonstrated that some animals process light as a sub-modality of touch. Thus, he was 
able to embed the tactile system and is working on experiments with animals that can navigate in the 
dark by “touching” infrared light. 

Thinking about other countries that 50 years ago were on par with Brazil in terms of the number of
publications of scientific articles, patents, and scientific discoveries, such as South Korea and China. Since 
then, many of these countries have stimulated scientific growth in some way and are significantly on another 
level. From your point of view, what political measures or incentives could be put in place in Brazil now so
that the scientific stimulation takes place in the next 20 years? which areas of research are or should be 
prioritized to better position Brazil economically and with regards to future needs in the long run? 

In general, Dr. Nicolelis stressed the importance of investing in science, because it should be a 
priority. He believes that Brazil, for instance, has all the infrastructure, research facilities, personnel,
and science taskforces, among other elements, to be one of the greatest contributors to advances in 
science and technology…but more funding is needed, especially within public universities. 

Dr. Miguel Nicolelis 
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Reflecting on Dr. Luciana Murari’s Lecture on 
Colonization and Brazil 
By: Hannah Takasuka (’22) 

Dr. Luciana Murari is an adjunct professor of the undergraduate and graduate History Programs 
at the Catholic University of Rio Grande do Sul in Brazil. Her work concentrates on the field of Brazilian 
intellectual history, especially regarding representations and debates about the environment, literature,
and political thought. Dr. Murari holds a productivity research fellowship from the prestigious National
Council for Scientific and Technological Development in Brazil since 2013. She has published 
extensively in Brazilian and other foreign academic journals. Her first book, titled “Brazil, Geographic 
Fiction: Science and Nationality in the Country of Os Sertões”, was published in 2007. Her second book,
“Nature and Culture in Brazil (1870-1922)” was published in 2009. She also works as editor of the Journal 
of Ibero-American Studies. Currently, Dr. Murari is a postdoctoral fellow at the Oliveira Lima Library,
at the Catholic University in Washington DC. 

Before coming to college, I lived in a southern California suburb for my entire life. Most of my 
peers also either lived in the United States for their entire life or immigrated when they were very young.
While I was surrounded by Asian American and Latino culture at times, the intersection of culture with
international economics wasn’t a topic of discussion. One of my favorite parts of college has been in-
depth discussions about different cultures and societies. I enjoy learning about important topics that
aren’t a part of a standard curriculum, such as the Brazilian culture and nature lecture hosted by Dr.
Luciana Murari. She read works of Brazilian literature related to nature and elaborated their 
significance. Many of these works focused on the effects of colonization on Brazilian nature. 

Before this lecture, I was aware that much of the produce in the United States is grown in Latin 
America due to better farming temperatures and a higher availability of cheap labor. I think it’s easy to
pick up some fruit in a grocery store, see that it says something like “from Guatemala,” and not think too 
much about it. All that we see in the grocery store are the different prices, and one often elects to pick
the cheapest price. I think it’s easy to forget that the some produce options might be related with more
unethical economic and ecological practices than others. Hearing many pieces of literature from Dr.
Murari reminded me that the negative effects of colonizing Brazilian resources are very prevalent even
though we don’t see these effects in a grocery store. 
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Evidently, most of Dr. Murari’s lecture focused on how colonization has negatively affected
Brazilian nature and society. This made me wonder why Brazilian people aren’t successful in resisting 
abusive business leaders. Even if Brazil is under a repressive government, people should always be able 
to find a way to express their strong views through protests, even if they are deemed illegal. I asked her
about this contrast: if extracting resources is so bad for Brazil, then why does it continue to get worse? 
Her answer was that many Brazilian people are torn to choose between their self-survival or what’s 
better for Brazil as a whole. If the only way that many Brazilian people can get food is by working for
large, abusive corporations, then what will they decide? Some decide to work for the large corporations. 
Others decide to sacrifice themselves and limit their food to stand for what’s right. 

Dr. Luciana Murari 
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Fall 2021 Event Highlight: Soccer Game
By Tirth Bhakta (’23) 

For those of you not in the know, football (or as American readers might call it, soccer) is the 
most popular sport in all Latin America. That fact, though, belies the lived experience of football in a 
Latin country. Especially during the World Cup, football is in every screen, a part of every discussion, 
and a point of pride for many of us. Being Panamanian myself and having come to America in my teens,
it is difficult to see such an integral part of my culture missing in the US. 

Portuguese Program Students at the Soccer Game 

However, as with many other aspects of immigrating to another country, that cultural link can
be recuperated with a community. That sense of community was exactly what I got out of the shared 
Portuguese class event. Not only because it was a setting in which everyone understood the cultural 
immersion of a football match, but also because there was a set of common social characteristics which
made the event even more fun: from our shared enthusiasm to the half-joke roasting. This on top of the
fact that I got to learn Brazilian football culture – the different words (almost always very different from
Spanish) to the different words of “enthusiasm” (read insults) that Brazilian Portuguese employs to 
demonstrate excitement during a game. 

Of course, this is without talking about any of the individual personalities there. Getting lost on
the way to the field with Flavia, Erick, and Oliver added a great start to the night. And having to speak
in Portuguese all the way certainly made for some interesting back and forth shade-throwing. Having
some first-time Portuguese learners added a power differential that was incredibly entertaining. For as 
great as the idea of watching a football game was, it was the execution of all the people involved that
made it truly exceptional. 

Ultimately, on top of it being an incredibly fun event on account of both the amazing people and
the atmosphere of a football game, I got to both learn new things about Brazil and about Portuguese in
general and feel right at home. 
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Future Medical Student Reflects on Portuguese Program
By: Ashraf Nawari (’22) 

My first encounter with the Portuguese program at Hopkins was through the intersession
abroad trip to Brazil in January of 2020. The course I took for this trip was Brazil: Health, Politics, &
Cultural Studies. These few weeks with Professor Flavia and the rest of my cohort were unimaginable,
and I truly learned so much through interactions with our host families, daily excursions, and lessons.
Upon returning from this trip, I decided that I enjoyed my time in Brazil so much that I wanted to
continue learning Portuguese the following semester. 

I enrolled in Professor Flavia’s course titled Fast Portuguese for Spanish Speakers (and other 
Romance Languages). This course was engaging and an amazing way to pick up on Portuguese without
being too overbearing. We had many group activities, interesting assignments, and culturally relevant
vocabulary words. Even when the course was moved to a virtual format due to the onset of COVID in 
the middle of the semester, I was able to take away a lot from this class. The following spring semester, 
in the Spring of 2021, I enrolled in the course titled Brazilian Cinema and Topics in Contemporary 
Brazilian Society where I learned about the relevant historical events, cultural movements, and political
movements in Brazilian history that inspired some notable films in the country. Our final project for this
course was a group documentary which I thoroughly enjoyed making. I was able to use some relevant
videos from my trip to Brazil to tie together concepts we were learning, and it made for a fun experience. 

Ashraf (right) with two of his friends Nathaniel (left) and Tobi (middle) 

As I sit here more than 2 years later from my initial engagement with Professor Flavia and the
Portuguese Program at Hopkins, I have come to realize the impact that these courses have had on my 
journey. I entered Hopkins as a pre-med, and I recently graduated having accomplished my goal of
getting accepted into medical school. The Portuguese program taught me the importance of having 
cultural awareness and humility as I was not previously familiar with the diversity of Brazilian culture. 
The program also facilitated my critical thinking and writing skills in a new way. I aim to bring these
skills as well as this heightened sense of cultural awareness to the diverse patients I will have to
encounter in my training. Obrigado por tudo! 
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Looking Out for the Fall 2022 Events and Courses… 
During the fall 2022, the Portuguese Program will be offering six courses for students to 
immerse themselves in – register while you can! 

1. Advanced Portuguese II (AS.210.392) offered on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10:00 – 10:50 AM. 

2. Fast Portuguese for Spanish Speakers and Speakers of other Romance
Languages (AS.210.275) offered on Mondays, Wednesdays, and
Fridays from 10:00 – 10:50 AM for one section, and on Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 12:00 – 12:50 PM for another 
section. 

3. Intermediate Portuguese I (AS.210.277) offered by on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 10:00 – 10:50 AM. 

4. Intermediate Portuguese II (AS.210.278) offered on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays from 11:00 – 11:50 AM. 

5. Brazilian Culture & Civilization (AS.211.394- Section 1 & Section 2) 
offered by Dr. Flavia Azeredo-Cerqueira on Mondays and 
Wednesdays from 12:00 – 1:15 PM. 

6. First Year Seminar: Soccer in Brazil: opium of the masses (AS.001.138)
offered by Dr. Flavia Cerqueira on Mondays and Wednesdays
from 1:30 – 2:45 PM. 

The Portuguese Program Fall 2022 events will be announced at the start of the Fall
semester on the Portuguese Program Website…but they will include hikes, capoeira 
bootcamps, pizza parties, movie nights, soccer games, guest speakers, and fieldtrips! 
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Contact the Portuguese Program 
Flavia Azeredo-Cerqueira
Program Director
Phone Number: 410-516-6738 
Email: flavia_azeredo@jhu.edu 

Stephanie Ruiz-Torres
Portuguese Program Newsletter Guest Editor
Johns Hopkins University ‘23
Email: sruizto1@jhu.edu 

Maria Camila Garcia 
Portuguese Program Newsletter Guest Editor
Johns Hopkins University ‘23
Email: mgarci74@jhu.edu 
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THANK YOU FOR A WONDERFUL YEAR! 
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